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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said to them: Let us admit
them into the study hall. But we will penalize them in that
we will not cite halakha in their names. They cited statements
of Rabbi Meir in the name of Aherim, meaning: Others, and
they cited statements of Rabbi Natan in the name of yesh
omerim, meaning: Some say. Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Natan
were shown a message in their dreams: Go, appease Rabban
Shimon ben Gamliel. Rabbi Natan went. Rabbi Meir did not
go. He said in his heart: Matters of dreams are insignificant.
When Rabbi Natan went, Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said
to him: Although the ornate belt,® i.e., the importance, of
your father was effective in enabling you to become deputy
Nasi, as Rabbi Natan’s father was the Babylonian Exilarch, will
it render you Nasi as well?

Years later, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi taught Rabban Shimon his
son that Aherim say: If it was considered a substitute,"

it would not be sacrificed. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s son said to
him: Who are these Sages whose water we drink but whose
names we do not mention? Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said to him:
They are people who sought to abolish your honor and the
honor of your father’s house."

His son said to him, citing the verse: “Their love as well as their
hatred and their envy is long ago perished” (Ecclesiastes 9:6):
That was long ago and they have already died. Therefore, there
is no harm in mentioning their names. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi
said to him: But it is also stated: “The enemy are come to an
end; the wasted places are forever” (Psalms 9:7). Although the
enemies died, the desolation that they created remains. Therefore,
although they are dead, their names should not be mentioned.
Rabban Shimon said to his father: These matters applyin a case
where their actions were effective. In the case of these Sages,
their actions were not effective. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi then
taught him: The Sages said in the name of Rabbi Meir: Ifit was
considered a substitute, it would not be sacrificed. Rava said:
Even Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, who is humble, taught: The Sages
said in the name of Rabbi Meir. But he did not say directly:
Rabbi Meir said.

BACKGROUND

Belt — xp:

Golden belt buckle from the reign of the Sassanid king Ardashir | at the
beginning of the amoraic period

NOTES ——
If it was a substitute — R M7 15’&: This refers to a dispute
with regard to one who errs in separating animal tithe. After
mistakenly designating the ninth animal as the tenth, he
attempts to rectify the situation by designating the tenth
animal as the ninth and the eleventh animal as the tenth. The
dispute is with regard to the status of the eleventh animal: Is
its status that of an animal that was consecrated, or is it that
of the substitute for the tenth animal?

131y 12172 1wh9 i a1 M
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Rabbi Yohanan said: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and the
Rabbis disagreed with regard to this matter.N One said: Sinai,
i.e., one who is extremely knowledgeable, is preferable; and one

said: One who uproots mountains, i.e., one who is extremely
incisive, is preferable.

NOTES

Your honor and the honor of your father’s house — 77133 Disagreed with regard to this matter, etc. - 121713 1:”79 Some

Tax ma 135 Even if you are willing to overlook the slight
to your honor, you cannot forgive the slight to your father’s

house (Maharsha).

explain that the statement of Rabbi Yohanan is an explanatlon
of the incident that he had related concerning Rabban Shimon
ben Gamliel. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel was incisive but his
knowledge was not as extensive as the knowledge of Rabbi
Meir and Rabbi Natan; therefore, they found a reason to oust
him. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel considered incisiveness to
be a superior quality.
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PERSONALITIES

Rav Yosef — qpi* 2%: Rav Yosef bar Hama was a third-
generation Babylonian amora who resided in the city
Mehoza and may have served as the rabbi of that com-
munity. A student of Rav Sheshet, he studied from and
taught many other Sages as well. He often engaged in
halakhic discourse with Rabbi Zeira.

Rav Yosef's son was the prominent amora Rava. During
his father’s lifetime, he was already one of the most impor-
tant Sages. There are several instances in the Talmud where
Rava makes comments or suggestions to his father with
regard to various halakhic matters, speaking respectfully,
as a son addresses his father.

Rabba - 1127: The name of this Sage was Rav Abba, which
was contracted to Rabba. In the Jerusalem Talmud he is
always called Rabbi Abba. Rabba was the son of Nahmani
the priest, and he was among the most prominent of the
third-generation Babylonian amora’im. Rabba was the pre-
eminent disciple of Rav Huna, who was a disciple of Rav, and
his halakhic approach was based on the statements of Rav.
He also studied Torah from Rav Yehuda and Rav Nahman,
and was a disciple-colleague of Rav Hisda. In his youth he
was considered the sharpest of his contemporaries, and
was characterized as one who uproots mountains. Rabba
engaged in halakhic discourse with the great Sages of his
generation, and the famous disputes between him and his
colleague Rav Yosef, which are ruled in accordance with
the opinion of Rabba in virtually every case, are among the
foundations of the Babylonian Talmud. All the Sages of the
following generation were essentially disciples of Rabba,
and his nephew Abaye was his preeminent disciple. It is
known that his private life was filled with suffering, and
apparently some of his sons died during his lifetime. He was
impoverished and eked out a livelihood from agricultural
labor. The residents of his city oppressed him. Rabba died at
arelatively young age, but managed to become one of the
cornerstones of the Babylonian Talmud. His son, Rava, son of
Rabba, was a prominent Sage of the following generation.

Rabba bar Mattana - 7131 73 137 A fourth-generation
Babylonian amora, his statements are cited several times
in the Talmud, and he is known to have been a student of
Rabba and Rav Sheshet. Some hold that Rabba bar Mattana
is the amora typically called Rabbi Abba, who may have
immigrated to Eretz Yisrael and then returned to Babylonia
due to religious persecution in Eretz Yisrael. If it is the same
person, his statements are cited in both the Babylonian
Talmud and the Jerusalem Talmud.

NOTES

Everyone requires the owner of the wheat - p>¥ Yan
N ’17:'7 Everyone is in need of the basic fundamentals,
i.e,the m/shnayor and halakhic rulings (Rashi).

BACKGROUND
Bloodletter — wam: Bloodletting was a paramedical pro-
fession. The act of bloodletting was recognized throughout
history as a treatment for various illnesses and as a method
for bolstering one’s health. At times the bloodletter would
perform minor surgeries, e.g., circumcision.

5§16

HORAYOT * PEREK III - 14A - T3P0

MO, DT Py 127 W0 PP 21
A amhw 2071 DR K penb
vy Yot s mnt A4r o
Saap Kb s311 oy Xm0
mm Py 131 o0 oy  9B1 20
e b2 e 37 o0 Y1 P
XN 1’7&& o1 27,137 1207

2o sy

N0 92 72N XYL IN KN VAN
'7:: DY KEHY DN N3 T
X i L xn%n M7
TN x’7 "I, PN 1':'71:7
"% XY 23T ARG 13 A

XIPXI AN Y

3793 7137 K713 AT RPN
PITRYLIIIPTY MW T3
1IN0 AR 27 93 7137, Mpm

AP KD, Yo

Fwn 7 oy 111
YN N3oR 1H Ko

The Gemara relates that this is not merely a theoretical dispute;
rather, at one point it had practical ramifications. Rav Yosef” was
Sinai; Rabba® was one who uproots mountains. They sent a mes-
sage from Babylonia to there, Eretz Yisrael: Which takes prece-
dence? They sent in response: Sinai is preferable, as the Master
said: Everyone requires the owner of the wheat," i.e., one who is
expertin the sources. And even so, Rav Yosef did not accept upon
himselfthe appointment of head of the yeshiva. Rabba reigned for
twenty-two years, and then Rav Yosefreigned. The Gemara relates
that in all those years that Rabba presided, Rav Yosef did not even
call a bloodletter® to his home. Rav Yosef did not assume even the
slightest air of authority, in deference to Rabba, and would go to
seek out the bloodletter rather than expecting that the bloodletter
would accommodate him.

The Gemara relates: Abaye, Rava, Rabbi Zeira, and Rabba bar
Mattana® were sitting and studying in a group and were in need
of a head for their group. They said: Let anyone who will say a
matter that is not refuted be the head. Everyone’s statements were
refuted, and the statement of Abaye was not refuted. Rabba saw
that Abaye raised his head, i.e., he noticed that his statement was
not refuted. Rabba said to him: Nahmani, calling Abaye by his
name rather than by his nickname, begin and say your lecture.

A dilemma was raised before the Sages: Between Rabbi Zeira
and Rabba bar Rav Mattana, which of them is preferable? Rabbi
Zeira is incisive and raises pertinent difficulties, and Rabba bar
Rav Mattana is moderate and not so incisive, but ultimately he
draws the appropriate conclusions. What is the conclusion? Which
is preferable? The Gemara concludes: The dilemma shall stand
unresolved.



