NOTES
And let us establish, etc. -1 "17:')151 Some explain that
the Gemara is asking why Rami bar Hama's explanation
is rejected, as he could establish the mishna in a different
manner. Others maintain that this is a general question
as to why the mishna is not explained in this fashion (see
Rivan and Ritva).

Where he seized etc. - 121 D217 X2 Some explain

that as he was able to collect intermediate- quality land

from the father’s estate while he was alive, it is not taken

away from him at a later stage (Ra'avad). Others note that
although by Torah law a creditor collects from inferior-
quality land, nevertheless the Sages issued a decree that
if one did seize intermediate-quality land from orphans it
is not taken away from him, so that people not be discour-
aged from issuing loans (Ramban).

HALAKHA

Three lands with regard to marriage - ni¥x w’vw
’mwz'v The entire inhabited area of Eretz Yisrael is lelded
into separate territories with regard to the halakhot of
forced relocation after marriage: Judea, Transjordan, and
the Galilee. The commentaries add that every kingdom
constitutes its own land as far as these halakhot are
concerned (Rivash). Furthermore, if one kingdom is sub-
divided into separate counties, even in name only, each
is considered a separate land (Beer Heitev; Rambam Sefer
Nashim, Hilkhot Ishut 13:16; Shulhan Arukh, Even HaEzer
751).

One may not remove, etc. — 131 Px¥in px: If a man
from one of these three lands married a woman from
another land, she must relocate to his place of residence,
as she married him under this condition, even if it was
not expressly stated. If they were from the same land,
he cannot force her to relocate to a different country.
However, he can compel her to move from one town to
another, or from one city to another, within the same land.
Some claim that with regard to moving from one town
to another, each spouse can force the other to relocate
(Rema). Some authorities (Terumat HaDeshen) claim that
if he is unable to earn a living where they are, she must
relocate with him, while others (Beit Yosef) dispute this
(Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Ishut 13:17; Shulhan Arukh,
Even HaEzer 75:1).

Perek XN
Daf110 Amudb

HALAKHA
Also not from a noxious residence — f1¥1 MR b
When a man seeks to relocate with his wife from town
to town or from city to city in the same land, he cannot
take her from a pleasant to a noxious residence or vice
versa, in accordance with the opinion of Rabban Shimon
ben Gamliel (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Ishut 13:19;
Shulhan Arukh, Even HaEzer 75:2).
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Bold = translation

Rava said: There are two responses to this explanation. One is
that the mishna teaches that this one collects his promissory note
and that one collects his promissory note, which indicates that
each actually collects what is owed to him, not that one is entitled
to collect it but may not do so in practice. And furthermore, let
him give land to the orphans and return and collect it from
them, in accordance with the opinion of Rav Nahman. As Rav
Nahman said that Rabba bar Avuh said: With regard to orphans
who collected land in payment of their father’s debt, a creditor
may come back and collect it from them. The Gemara comments:
This does pose a difficulty for the explanation of Rami bar Hama.

§ The Gemara asks: And let us establish" the mishna as referring
to a case where the orphans have inferior-quality land, and he
himself, the other creditor, has both superior-quality land and
intermediate-quality land. In this scenario the orphans go and
collect intermediate-quality land from him, while they give him
inferior-quality land in payment of the debt owed to him by their
father. The reason is that even if the halakha is that one assesses
the quality of land on the basis of the lands of all people, and
therefore the other creditor should be able to collect intermediate-
quality land from the orphans, there is a principle that one collects
a debt from the property of orphans only from inferior-quality
land.

The Gemara answers: This applies only to a case where the lender
has not as yet seized any land from the orphans in payment of
his debt. However, where he has seized" intermediate-quality
land, he has seized that land. Since he is already in possession of a
field, it is not taken from him. In these circumstances there is no
significance to each collecting from the other.

MI S H N A Eretz Yisrael is divided into three separate

lands with regard to marriage:" Judea,
Transjordan, and the Galilee. If a man marries a woman in one of
these lands he may not remove" her from one town to another
town in another of these lands or from one city to another city,
i.e,, he cannot compel her to move to another land. However, in
the same land one may remove her from one town to another

town or from one city to another city.

Normal = explanation

However, even within the same land one may not force his wife to
move from a town to a city, nor from a city to a town.

The mishna adds: One may remove his wife from a noxious
residence to a pleasant residence, even if it is in another land.
However, one may not compel his wife to move from a pleasant
residence to a noxious residence. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
says: One may also not remove her from a noxious residence”
to a pleasant residence, because a pleasant residence tests the
individual, i.e., one accustomed to certain environments can suffer
even in more comfortable living quarters.

G E M ARA With regard to the statement in the mishna

that one may not force one’s spouse to
move from a city to a town or from a town to a city, the Gemara
asks: Granted, one may not remove her from a city to a town,
as all items are readily available in a city, whereas in a town all
items are not as available, and therefore the wife can argue that
living in a town is inconvenient for her. However, what is the
reason that the husband cannot compel her to move from a town
to the city?
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The Gemara answers: This supports the opinion of Rabbi Yosei
bar Hanina, as Rabbi Yosei bar Hanina said: From where is it
derived that dwelling in cities is difficult?" As it is stated: “And
the people blessed all the men who willingly offered themselves
to dwell in Jerusalem” (Nehemiah 11:2). This shows that living in
a city is difficult, due to the noise and the general hubbub of an
urban area.

§ The mishna taught: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says that a
pleasant residence tests the individual. The Gemara asks: What is
the meaning of the term tests in this context? The Gemara explains:
This is in accordance with the opinion of Shmuel, as Shmuel
said: A change in one’s eating habits [veset]'® or in one’s place of
residence is the start of intestinal disease. Similarly, it is written
in Sefer Ben Sira:® All the days of the poor are terrible. And
yet there are Shabbatot and Festivals, when even the poor eat
well. Once again, the Gemara answers: This is in accordance with
the opinion of Shmuel, as Shmuel said: A change in one’s eating
habits or in one’s place of residence is the start of intestinal disease,
and as a result the poor suffer even from a change for the better.

Since the Gemara quoted from Sefer Ben Sira, it cites the rest of the
passage concerning the terrible days of the poor. Ben Sira says:
Even the nights of the poor are bad. His roof is at the low point
of the roofs, i.e, his residence is at the lowest point in the city, and
his vineyard is at the mountain peaks, at the highest point of the
slope, which means that the rain of roofs washes down to his roof,
and the soil of his vineyard to other vineyards, i.e., the rain washes
away the soil in his vineyard and carries it away to the vineyards

MI S H N A All may force their family to ascend to Eretz

Yisrael,"i.e., one may compel his family and
household to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael, but all may not remove
others from Eretz Yisrael, as one may not coerce one’s family to
leave. Likewise, all may force their family to ascend to Jerusalem,"
and all may not, i.e, no one may, remove them from Jerusalem.
Both men and women may force the other spouse to immigrate to
Eretz Yisrael or to move to Jerusalem.

The mishna lists other halakhic distinctions between various geo-
graphic locations: If one married a woman in Eretz Yisrael and
divorced her in Eretz Yisrael, and the currency of the sum in the
marriage contract was not specified, he gives her the sum of her
marriage contract in the currency of Eretz Yisrael. If one married
awoman in Eretz Yisrael and divorced her in Cappadocia,® where
the currency holds greater value, he gives her the currency of
Eretz Yisrael. If one married a woman in Cappadocia and
divorced her in Eretz Yisrael, he likewise gives her the currency
of Eretz Yisrael. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: He gives her
the currency of Cappadocia. Everyone agrees that if one married
a woman in Cappadocia and divorced her in Cappadocia, he
gives her the currency of Cappadocia.

BACKGROUND

NOTES

Dwelling in cities is difficult — mwp o272 N2W: Some
explain that this is due to the congested conditions of the
city, the tight housing, the number of people, and the lack
of open spaces and fresh air (Rivan; Rid). Others claim that
the cost of living is higher in the cities (Rabbeinu Hananel).
Yet others add that one must adopt a higher standard of
living when residing in a city (Talmidei Rabbeinu Yona).

LANGUAGE

Habits [veset] — npY: From the Greek €80, ethos, meaning
custom or habit.

A change in habits — nBY"2w: A sudden change in eating hab-
its, e.g.,a change in one’s diet or the quantity of food consumed,
may adversely affect one’s digestion. Although this is unlikely
to cause a full-fledged illness, it might lead to discomfort and
even severe pain.

Sefer Ben Sira — %013 198: Sefer Ben Sira is one of the books of
the Apocrypha. It was added to the canon of biblical literature
in the Septuagint. This book is unique in that it is cited by the
Sages by name, at times with the same introductory language
as the books of the Writings of the Bible. Since this book was
not sanctified as part of the biblical canon, there were many
different editions available, as can be seen from translations and
manuscripts. Itis possible that a different, and less reliable, book:
The Alphabet of Ben Sira, was added to the apocryphal work

mentioned above, which lead the Sages to treat the entire work
with a measure of suspicion. The passage cited here does not
appear either in the translations or in the Hebrew manuscripts of
the book, although it does appear as a gloss in one manuscript.
This passage is based on a verse in the Bible: “All the days of the
poor are evil" (Proverbs 15:15), and it is followed by additional
observations attributed to ben Sira.

Cappadocia — xpwisp: This refers to the province kammaSoxkia,
Kappathokia, located in Asia Minor, bordering the Euphrates.

Cappadocia was once an independent country, which became

aRoman province in the time of the Talmud. As mentioned here,

the coins of Cappadocia were greater in value than those of Eretz
Yisrael due to their higher content of precious metals.

HALAKHA

All may force their family to ascend to Eretz Yisrael,
etc. — 131 5w YRy o9wn Yo All of these halakhot
concerning the relocation of a married couple refer only
to a move either within the borders of Eretz Yisrael or
between different countries abroad. However, one can
coerce a spouse to move from abroad to Eretz Yisrael, even
from a pleasant residence to a noxious one, and even from
a place in which the majority of residents are Jews to a
place where the majority are gentiles. One cannot coerce
a spouse to leave Eretz Yisrael even if it would be a move
from a noxious residence to a pleasant one, or from a place
where the majority of residents are gentiles to one where
the majority is Jewish (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Ishut
13:19; Shulhan Arukh, Even HaEzer 75:3).

All may force their family to ascend to Jerusalem — Yan
nf’ytgwb ]*'71_57;: The same halakha that applies to Eretz
Yisrael vis-a-vis other countries also applies with regard to
Jerusalem vis-a-vis the rest of Eretz Yisrael: All may force
their family to move to Jerusalem and none may coerce
them to leave the city (Rambam Sefer Nashim, Hilkhot Ishut
13:20; Shulhan Arukh, Even HaEzer 75:4).
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NOTES

To include slaves — 012y ”11'\&5 Rashi explains that this
refers to Hebrew slaves, while the statement later in the
Gemara, that a slave is included in the halakha that none
may force anyone to leave Eretz Yisrael, refers even to a
Canaanite slave. However, others maintain that here, as else-
where, the term slaves refers to Canaanite slaves (Ra‘avad).
Accordingly, as a Canaanite slave is obligated in the perfor-
mance of mitzvot to the same degree as a woman, he must
fulfill the mitzva of settling Eretz Yisrael, as discussed later
in the Gemara. Consequently, he may coerce his master to
resettle there or to emancipate him.

HALAKHA

To include slaves — D12y "mx’? If a Canaanite slave
expressed a wish to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael, his mas-
ter must either take the slave there himself or sell him to
someone who will take him there. If they were living in Eretz
Yisrael and the master wished to leave, he may not forcibly
take his slave with him. This halakha applies at all times,
even when Eretz Yisrael is under foreign control (Rambam
Sefer Kinyan, Hilkhot Avadim 8:9; Shulhan Arukh, Yoreh Dea
267:85).

He says to ascend, etc. - "3 ni’vg'y i KT If a man

wishes to ascend to Eretz Yisrael and his wife does not wish

to do so, he may divorce her without paying the marriage

contract. Similarly, if she wishes to ascend to Eretz Yisrael

and the husband does not wish to do so, he must divorce

her and pay her the marriage contract. Some say that this
halakha applies only when the move does not entail dan-
ger (Rashbatz). In general, the halakhic authorities debate
whether or not the mitzva to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael

applies nowadays. Since this debate remains unresolved,
one may not force an unwilling spouse to make the move
(Beer HaGola). Others (Pithei Teshuva) cite several responsa
that conclude that there is a mitzva to immigrate to Eretz
Yisrael even in contemporary times (Rambam Sefer Nashim,
Hilkhot Ishut 13:20; Shulhan Arukh, Even HaEzer 75:4-5).
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G E M A The mishna stated: All can force the

members of their family to ascend. The
Gemara asks: This inclusive phrase serves to include what case?
The Gemara answers: It comes to include slaves,"" i.e., Hebrew
slaves as well may be coerced to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael with
their master’s family against their will.

The Gemara asks: And according to the one whose text of the
mishna expressly teaches the case of slaves, this phrase comes
to include what case? As stated later in the Gemara, there are
some editions of the mishna that state that this halakha applies
equally to men, women, and slaves. The Gemara answers: It
comes to include one who moves from a pleasant residence to
anoxious residence, i.e., one may coerce his family to ascend to
Eretz Yisrael even from a good residence abroad to an inferior
one in Eretz Yisrael.

§ The mishna further taught: But all may not remove others.
Once again the Gemara asks: This phrase comes to include what
case? The Gemara answers: It comes to include a Canaanite
slave who ran away from his master and came from outside
Eretz Yisrael to Eretz Yisrael, as we say to the master: Sell your
slave here, in Eretz Yisrael, and then you may go and return
abroad, but you may not take the slave abroad with you, due to
the mitzva of settling Eretz Yisrael.

§ The mishna taught: All may force others to ascend to Jeru-
salem. The Gemara asks once again: This phrase comes to
include what case? The Gemara answers: It comes to include a
move from a pleasant residence elsewhere in Eretz Yisrael to a
noxious residence in Jerusalem.

§ The mishna taught: And all may not remove them from
Jerusalem. The Gemara asks: This phrase comes to include what
case? The Gemara answers: It comes to include even a move
from a noxious residence to a pleasant residence. The Gemara
adds: And since the tanna of the mishna taught: But one may
notremove, in the first clause, he also taught: But one may not
remove, in the latter clause, despite the fact that this halakha
could have been inferred from the first clause.

§ The Sages taught: If the husband says that he wishes to
ascend, i.e,, to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael, and his wife says
that she does not wish to ascend, one forces her to ascend. And
if she will not do so, as she resists all attempts to force her to
make the move, she is divorced without receiving her marriage
contract, i.e, she forfeits her rights to the benefits outlined in
the marriage contract. If she says that she wishes to ascend to
Eretz Yisrael and he says that he does not wish to ascend, one
forces him to ascend. And if he does not wish to immigrate,
he must divorce her and give her the marriage contract.

If she says that she wishes to leave Eretz Yisrael, and he says
that he does not wish to leave, one forces her not to leave.
And if she does not wish to stay in Eretz Yisrael and resists all
attempts to force her to stay, she is divorced without receiving
her marriage contract. If he says that he wishes to leave Eretz
Yisrael and she says that she does not wish to leave, one forces
him not to leave. And ifhe does not wish to stay in Eretz Yisrael,
he must divorce her and give her the marriage contract.

§ The mishna taught that if one married a woman in Eretz
Yisrael and divorced her in Cappadocia, he must pay her the
marriage contract in the currency of Eretz Yisrael. The same is
true if he married her in Cappadocia and divorced her in Eretz
Yisrael. The Gemara asks: This matter itself is difficult, i.e.,
there is an internal contradiction in the rulings provided by the

mishna.
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The Gemara elaborates: The mishna first teaches that if one
married a woman in Eretz Yisrael" and divorced her in
Cappadocia, he gives her the currency of Eretz Yisrael. Appar-
ently, one follows the customs of the place of the lien, i.e., he
pays with the currency of the location of the wedding, where the
obligation came into force. Now, say the latter clause of the
mishna: If one married a woman in Cappadocia and divorced
her in Eretz Yisrael, he likewise gives her currency of Eretz
Yisrael. Apparently, one follows the place of the collection of
the money.

Rabba said: The Sages taught here one of the leniencies that
apply to a marriage contract. The leniency is that the husband
pays with the less valuable currency of Eretz Yisrael in both cases,
whether the wedding or the divorce occurred there. This is
because the tanna of this mishna holds that a marriage contract

applies by rabbinic law.

§ The mishna taught that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says
that if one married a woman in Cappadocia and divorced her
in Eretz Yisrael, he pays her the marriage contract in the
currency of Cappadocia. The Gemara explains that Rabban
Shimon ben Gamliel holds that a marriage contract applies
by Torah law, which means that its debt must be paid according
to its highest possible value. Consequently, one follows the place
in which the obligation was formed, which is the halakha for
all deeds and contracts, and there is no room for leniency in
this matter.

§ The Sages taught: With regard to one who produces a prom-
issory note against another," if Babylonia is written in it, he
pays it with the currency of Babylonia; if Eretz Yisrael is
written in it, he pays it with currency of Eretz Yisrael. In a
case where it is written without specification as to where the
document was written, if he produced it in Babylonia he pays
it with the currency of Babylonia and if he produced it in Eretz
Yisrael he pays it with currency of Eretz Yisrael. If the note
mentions money without specification of what type of coins
are to be used, the borrower may pay it with any type of coin
he likes, even the smallest denomination available. However,
this is not the case with regard to a marriage contract.

The Gemara asks: With regard to this last statement, that this is
not the case with regard to a marriage contract: To which part
of the baraita is this referring? Rav Mesharshiyya said: It is
referring back to the first clause, that if the promissory note
mentions Babylonia one pays with Babylonian currency. This
indicates that one invariably pays based on the place where the
document was written. The tanna adds that this principle does
not apply to a marriage contract, as one pays based on the place
where a marriage contract was written only if this would lead
to a leniency, as explained above (Rid). This ruling comes to
exclude the opinion of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, who
said that that a marriage contract applies by Torah law and
must always be paid in the currency of the place in which the
obligation was first formed.

HALAKHA

One married a woman in Eretz Yisrael, etc. — yI¢2 &K KL)
’1:1'7;_411?3: In a case of one who married a woman in one place
and divorced her elsewhere, and no specific currency was men-
tioned in the marriage contract, if the currency of the place
where they were married is more valuable, he pays her with the
currency of the place where they were divorced. This is the case
only if she was with him at the time of the divorce; however, if
he had to send her bill of divorce to the place where they were
married, this halakha does not apply (Beit Yosef, citing Rashba).
If the money of the place where they were divorced is more
valuable, he pays her with the currency of the location where

they were wed. The halakha is in accordance with the opinion
of the Rabbis that a marriage contract applies by rabbinic law,
and therefore the Sages were lenient in these matters. In any
event, the husband may not pay her less than the minimum
value of a marriage contract fixed by the Sages (Maggid Mishne).
Needless to say, if a given currency was noted in the marriage
contract she collects the money in that currency (Rambam Sefer
Nashim, Hilkhot Ishut 16:6; Shulhan Arukh, Even HaEzer 100:5).

One who produces a promissory note, etc. — W Xt
131 2irt: With regard to one who produces a promissory note

against another, if it was written in Babylonia he pays the debt
in Babylonian currency, and if it was written in Eretz Yisrael, he
pays the debt in currency from Eretz Yisrael. If the location was
not stated in the document, the debt is paid in the currency
of the location where the document was produced by the
creditor. If the note did not mention any specific denomina-
tion of currency or location, the borrower may pay with the
currency of his choice, as stated in the baraita (Rambam Sefer
Mishpatim, Hilkhot Malve Veloveh 17:9; Shulhan Arukh, Hoshen
Mishpat 42:14).
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HALAKHA

But one can say it refers to strips — 8301 KY: If it
is stated in a document that one borrowed silver from
another, he may repay the loan with the smallest available
weight of silver. If it is stated that he borrowed a silver coin,
he may repay with the smallest silver coin available, even
if it is a peruta (Rambam Sefer Mishpatim, Hilkhot Malve

A person should always reside in Eretz Yisrael — 0717
'7;;1@77 Y3 O7¢ M7 One should always reside in Eretz
Yisrael, even in a town which is populated predominantly
by gentiles, rather than outside Eretz Yisrael, even in a
predominantly Jewish town. All who leave Eretz Yisrael
to reside elsewhere are considered as though they are
engaged in idol worship (Rambam Sefer Shofetim, Hilkhot
Melakhim 5:12).
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§ The Gemara continues to analyze the baraita, which teaches:
If the note mentions money [kesef ] without specification, the
borrower may pay it with any type of coin he likes. The Gemara
asks: But can’t one say that perhaps the document was not speak-
ing of coins but of silver [kesef] strips?" Rabbi Elazar said: The
baraita is referring to a case in which it is written in the docu-
ment: Coins, although it does not specify which ones. The
Gemara further asks: And can’t one say that one may pay off
the debt with perutot, a small denomination? Rav Pappa said:
People do not ordinarily mint perutot of silver,® as they reserve
silver for larger denominations.

) In relation to the basic point raised by the mishna concerning
living in Eretz Yisrael, the Sages taught: A person should always
reside in Eretz Yisrael," even in a city that is mostly populated
by gentiles, and he should not reside outside of Eretz Yisrael,
even in a city that is mostly populated by Jews. The reason is
that anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael is considered as
one who has a God, and anyone who resides outside of Eretz
Yisrael is considered as one who does not have a God. As it is
stated: “To give to you the land of Canaan, to be your God”
(Leviticus 25:38).

The Gemara expresses surprise: And can it really be said that
anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael has no God?
Rather, this comes to tell you that anyone who resides outside
of Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol
worship. And so it says with regard to David: “For they have
driven me out this day that I should not cleave to the inheri-
tance of the Lord, saying: Go, serve other gods” (1 Samuel
26:19). But who said to David: Go, serve other gods? Rather,
this comes to tell you that anyone who resides outside of
Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol
worship.

§ The Gemara relates: Rabbi Zeira® was avoiding being seen
by his teacher, Rav Yehuda, as Rabbi Zeira sought to ascend
to Eretz Yisrael and his teacher disapproved. As Rav Yehuda
said: Anyone who ascends from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael
transgresses a positive mitzva, as it is stated:

BACKGROUND
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Perutot of silver — %8037 1718: Since the value of silver coins
in the ancient world was approximately equal to the value of
the precious metals they contained, silver coins of very low
denominations were not useful. A peruta was worth less than

Rabbi Zeira — &1 2%: Born in Babylonia, Rabbi Zeira, known
in the Jerusalem Talmud as Rabbi Ze'ira, became one of the
great third-generation amora’im of Eretz Yisrael. His father was
a Persian government tax collector who was praised as one of
the few who performed that function honestly. When Rabbi
Zeira ascended to Eretz Yisrael he decided to identify himself
entirely with the Torah of Eretz Yisrael. The Gemara relates that
he undertook one hundred fasts to forget the Torah he studied
in Babylonia.

Rabbi Zeira was renowned for his sharp intellect and
authored many incisive halakhot. He was also known as an
extremely God-fearing man, as attested by several stories. Due
to his modesty, he did not even wish to be ordained with the
title Rabbi. He relented only after being told that ordination
atones for one’s sins.

The Gemara relates that he undertook one hundred addi-
tional fasts so that the fire of Gehenna would not harm him, and

PERSONALITIES

half a gram of silver, and a coin of this value would have been
very small in size. For a certain period of time small silver coins
were used in Greece, but this practice was abandoned and cop-
per coins were adopted instead.

he would test himself by entering a fiery furnace. On one occa-
sion his legs were scorched, and from then on he was called: The
little man with the scorched legs (Bava Metzia 85a). Rabbi Zeira
was a contemporary of Rav Hisda, Rav Sheshet, and Rabba in
Babylonia, and he was a contemporary of the disciples of Rabbi
Yohanan in Eretz Yisrael, with whom he engaged in extensive
halakhic discourse. Apparently, he was a flax merchant in Eretz
Yisrael, and it is likely that for business reasons he returned to
Babylonia several times.

The text of the beginning of Rabbi Zeira's eulogy is preserved
in the Talmud: The land of Shinar, i.e., Babylonia, conceived and
gave birth; the land of splendor, i.e., Eretz Yisrael, raised her
delight. Woe to me, said Rakkath, i.e,, Tiberias, as she has lost
her beloved instrument (Megilla 6a).

Rabbi Zeira’s son, Rabbi Ahava, was a Sage in the following
generation.
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“They shall be taken to Babylonia and there they shall remain
until the day that I recall them, said the Lord” (Jeremiah 27:22).
Based on that verse, Rav Yehuda held that since the Babylonian
exile was imposed by divine decree, permission to leave Babylonia
for Eretz Yisrael could be granted only by God. The Gemara asks:
And how does Rabbi Zeira interpret that verse? The Gemara
answers that Rabbi Zeira maintains that that verse is written
about the Temple service vessels, and it does not refer to the
Jewish people, as the previous verse states: “Thus says the Lord
of Hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in
the house of the Lord” (Jeremiah 27:21). Consequently, Rabbi
Zeira sought to ascend to Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara asks: And how does Rav Yehuda respond to this
argument? The verse is clearly referring to the Temple vessels, not
to the people. The Gemara answers that another verse is written:
I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and by
the hinds of the field, that you not awaken or stir up love, until
it please” (Song of Songs 2:7). Rabbi Yehuda derived from here
that no act of redemption should be performed until a time
arrives when it pleases God to bring about the redemption.

And Rabbi Zeira maintains that the oath mentioned in that verse
means that the Jews should not ascend to Eretz Yisrael as a
wall," i.e, en masse, whereas individuals may immigrate as they
wish. The Gemara asks: And what does Rav Yehuda reply to this?
The Gemara answers that this command is derived from another
verse in which “I adjure you” (Song of Songs 3:5) is written. The
Gemara asks: And how does Rabbi Zeira explain the repetition
of this oath in these verses?

The Gemara explains: That verse is necessary for that which was
taught by Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, who said: Why are
these three oaths (Song of Songs 2:7, 3:5, 8:4) needed? One, so
that the Jews should not ascend to Eretz Yisrael as a wall, but
little by little. And another one, that the Holy One, Blessed be
He, adjured the Jews that they should not rebel against the rule
of the nations of the world. And the last one is that the Holy
One, Blessed be He, adjured the nations of the world that they
should not subjugate the Jews excessively.

And how does Rav Yehuda respond? It is written: “That you
not awaken or stir up love” (Song of Songs 2:7), which serves
to amplify and include a prohibition against Jews immigrating
to Eretz Yisrael. The Gemara asks: And how does Rabbi Zeira
explain the extra emphasis of this phrase?

The Gemara explains: He needs this phrase for that which was
taught by Rabbi Levi, who said: These six oaths, i.e., the afore-
mentioned three verses containing oaths, each of which contains
the phrase “That you not awaken or stir up,” why are they neces-
sary? Three are those that we said and explained above. The
other three oaths are as follows: That those who know should
not reveal the end of days; and that they should not distance
the end of days by saying that it is still distant; and that they
should not reveal the secret"® of the Jews to the nations.

§ The Gemara discusses a phrase in the verse cited above. “I
adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and by
the hinds of the field” (Song of Songs 2:7). Rabbi Elazar said:
The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to the Jewish people: If
you fulfill the oath, it is good, and if not, I will abandon your
flesh and all will devour you like the gazelles and like the hinds
of the field.

NOTES

The Jews should not ascend as a wall - 1’7;{3 x’vw
maina '7;;1}5!3: Rashi explains that they should not
immigrate all together, in a forceful manner. Oth-
ers maintain that this refers to a literal wall, i.e, they
should not engage in rebuilding the walls and the
fortifications of the country without permission from
the ruling authorities (Maharsha).

That they should not reveal the secret — ﬂ‘?;j X
1i71 1X: Some explain that this refers to the secrets
of the intercalation of the calendar (Rashi in his first
interpretation; Rabbeinu Tam). The Ritva indicates
that his text actually contained the phrase: The secret
of the intercalation of the calendar, and he states, cit-
ing Rabbeinu Tam, that this must not be revealed to
gentiles. Others interpret this statement homiletically,
that one should not reveal the secret of these oaths
to the nations of the world (Eshel Aviaham).

BACKGROUND

To reveal the secret - TipiT N nﬁ%;’?: Most commen-
taries explain that this refers to secrets of the Torah,
either secrets regarding the meaning of the Torah
itself, which were exclusively for Jews, or the secrets
of the calculation of the calendar, i.e., traditions and
details that are not part of the basic calculations but
are essential for the intercalation of the calendar.
However, it is possible that this refers to other secrets
that are not necessarily connected to the Torah. On
an inscription discovered at Ein Gedi a curse is pro-
nounced upon one who reveals the city’s secrets.
This possibly refers to matters of security, e.g.,, secret
routes into the city and the like. Alternatively, the
Gemara might be speaking of professional secrets,
as it is stated elsewhere that Jewish artisans who
revealed their professional trade secrets would be
ousted from their trades, while those who kept trade
secrets were allowed to remain in their professions.

"rnmﬁl.}".kmy
- RO 8- 1 ﬁf _

Mosaic found in Ein Gedi pronouncing a curse upon one who reveals
the city’s secrets
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HALAKHA
Anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael dwells, etc. — 7171 77:
) mw’vmw» Y3 All those who live in Eretz Yisrael have
their sins forgwen as stated by Rabbi Elazar (Rambam Sefer
Shofetim, Hilkhot Melakhim 5:11).

Anyone who is buried in Eretz Yisrael - Y83 m12p7 5:
'm'nm All those who are buried in Eretz Yisrael achleve
atonement. The spot where the dead are laid to rest is
likened to the altar of atonement, as stated by Rav Anan
(Rambam Sefer Shofetim, Hilkhot Melakhim 5:11).

One who was absorbed while alive is not similar, etc. -
131 DR 1ARYP 1T K The verse “You shall die in

an unclean land” (Amos 7:17) teaches that one who was

absorbed by Eretz Yisrael only after he died cannot be com-
pared to a person who actually lived there, in accordance

with the opinion of Rabbi Elazar. Nevertheless, the greatest
of the Sages would bring their dead to Eretz Yisrael for
burial, as can be derived from the instructions of Jacob and

Joseph (Rambam Sefer Shofetim, Hilkhot Melakhim 5:11).

Itis prohibited to leave Babylonia, etc. —5;:»;\7; nx}f’? oK
131 Just as it is prohibited to leave Eretz Yisrael for other
lands, so too, it is prohibited to leave Babylonia, as it is
stated: “They shall be carried to Babylon and there they
shall be" (Jeremiah 27:22). Some commentaries maintain
that according to the opinion of the Rambam even Eretz
Yisrael is included in the list of prohibited destinations
(Rambam Sefer Shofetim, Hilkhot Melakhim 5:12, and Kesef
Mishne there).

NOTES

S0 0o, is it prohibited to leave Babylonia — 1o 72
'7:1:7: nm"v Rashi explains that this is because Babyloma
was a p\ace of Torah (see Meiri). Others contend that if this
was the reason for the prohibition, when the schools of
Babylonia closed, then that country should no longer have
any advantage over other locations; conversely, this prin-
ciple should apply to other places of Torah (Rabbi Yaakov
Emden). However, the Rambam indicates that the source of
the prohibition is the special decree “They shall be carried
to Babylon and there they shall be” (Jeremiah 27:22).

BACKGROUND
Bei Kuvei — 213 92: Bei Kuvei was a village six parasangs,
about 24 km, from Pumbedita.

Astonia - X%IRDX: Some maintain that this is not the name
of place but a term derived from the Persian 6stan, meaning
province. Accordingly, it means the city that was host to
the seat of the regional government. Based on the context,
other commentaries suggest that it refers to the city Firuz
Shabur, which was near Pumbedita.
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Rabbi Elazar said: Anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael dwells"
without transgression, as it is stated: “And the inhabitant shall
not say: I am sick; the people that dwell there shall be forgiven
their iniquity” (Isaiah 33:24). Rava said to Rav Ashi: We learned
this promise with regard to those who suffer from sickness.
The phrase “I am sick” indicates that they are the ones who are
forgiven their sins.

Rav Anan said: Anyone who is buried in Eretz Yisrael" is con-
sidered as though he is buried beneath the altar. It is stated here:
“An altar of earth [adama] you shall make for Me” (Exodus
20:21), and it is stated there: “For He does avenge the blood
of His servants, and renders vengeance to His adversaries, and
atones for the land of [admato] His people” (Deuteronomy
32:43). This teaches that one who is buried in the earth of Eretz
Yisrael is considered as though he is buried beneath the altar in
the Temple.

§ The Gemara relates: Ulla” was accustomed to ascend to Eretz
Yisrael from time to time. However, he died outside of Eretz
Yisrael. They came and said to Rabbi Elazar that Ulla had passed
away. He said: Woe for you Ulla, as through you a verse was
fulfilled: “You shall die in an unclean land” (Amos 7:17). They
said to him: But his coffin is coming for burial in Eretz Yisrael.
He said to them: Even so, one who was absorbed by the soil of
Eretz Yisrael while he was yet alive is not similar" to one who
was absorbed only after death.

The Gemara relates with regard to a certain man from Eretz
Yisrael thata yevama, i.e., a woman whose childless husband died
and left a surviving brother, happened before him, the surviving
brother, for levirate marriage. This yevama was living in the district
of Bei Hoza’a, far away in southeast Babylonia. The man came
before Rabbi Hanina and said to him: What is the halakha as
to whether I may descend to Babylonia to enter into levirate
marriage with this woman?

Rabbi Hanina said to him: His brother married a Samaritan
woman [ kutit] and died. Rabbi Hanina described the man’s late
brother in these terms because he had left Eretz Yisrael to marry,
and for the same reason he called his wife a Samaritan. Blessed
be the Omnipresent who killed him. And yet the brother wishes
to follow in his footsteps and descend after him? Better that he
stay in Eretz Yisrael.

§ Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: Just as it is prohibited to
leave Eretz Yisrael and go to Babylonia, so too, is it prohibited
to leave Babylonia™ for any of the other lands. Rabba and Rav
Yosefboth say: Even to go from Pumbedita to Bei Kuvei,® which
islocated beyond the border of Babylonia proper, is not permitted.
The Gemara relates: A certain man left Pumbedita to live in Bei
Kuvei, and Rav Yosef excommunicated him. A certain man left
Pumbedita to live in Astonia,® which also lay beyond the borders
of Babylonia proper, and he died. Abaye said: Had this Torah
scholar wanted, he would still be alive, as he could have stayed
in Babylonia.

Ulla - N’yﬂy: Ulla was an amora of Eretz Yisrael and the most
important of the emissaries of the Sages. Apparently, his
full name was Ulla bar Yishmael. Ulla was a disciple of Rabbi
Yohanan and a regular messenger who brought the Torah of
Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia. He would likewise transfer innova-
tive Torah ideas of the Babylonian Sages back to Eretz Yisrael.
Ulla would journey to and from the two countries frequently
and would even go from place to place to teach Torah. For this
reason Yalta, wife of Rav Nahman, would call him mahadurei,

PERSONALITIES

Sages of Babylonia; Rav Hisda would call him: Our Sages who
come from Eretz Yisrael, and Rav Yehuda sent his son to Ulla to
learn from his customs. In the Jerusalem Talmud Ulla is usually
called by his full name, Rabbi Ulla bar Yishmael, or Ulla Nahuta,
the one who descends. Many Sages of the next generation were
his disciples. Little is known of Ulla’s personal life, although it is
possible that the amora Rabba bar Ulla was his son. Ulla passed
away on one of his journeys to Babylonia, and he was brought
back to be buried in Eretz Yisrael.

meaning peddler. Ulla was held in very high esteem by the
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Rabba and Rav Yosef both say: With regard to the worthy of
Babylonia, Eretz Yisrael absorbs them; with regard to the wor-
thy of other lands, Babylonia absorbs them. The Gemara asks:
With regard to what matter did they issue this statement? If
we say that they were referring to matters of lineage, didn’t
the Master say: Lineage of residents of all lands are muddled
compared to that of Eretz Yisrael, and lineage of residents of
Eretz Yisrael is muddled compared to that of Babylonia. This
means that the lineage of Babylonians was purer than that of
the residents of Eretz Yisrael. Rather, they taught this with regard
to matters of burial, i.e., the worthy of Babylonia are buried in
Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Yehuda said: With regard to anyone who resides in Babylon,
itis as though he is residing in Eretz Yisrael, as it is stated: “Ho

Zion, escape, you who dwells with the daughter of Babylon”
(Zechariah 2:11). This verse equates the two countries. Abaye said:

We have a tradition that Babylonia will not see the pangs of
the Messiah, i.e., it will be spared the suffering that will be preva-
lent at the time of his arrival. Abaye interpreted this statement in

reference to the city of Hutzal deVinyamin® in Babylonia, and as

aresult people call it Karna deShizavta, Horn of Salvation, as its

residents will not endure the travails of the time of the Messiah.

§ Rabbi Elazar said: The dead of the lands outside of Eretz
Yisrael will not come alive and be resurrected in the future, as it
is stated: “And I will set glory [tzvi] in the land of the living”
(Ezekiel 26:20). This teaches that with regard to a land which
contains My desire [tzivyoni], its dead will come alive; however,
with regard to a land which does not contain My desire, i.e.,
outside of Eretz Yisrael, its dead will not come alive.

Rabbi Abba bar Memel raised an objection from a different
verse: “Your dead shall live; my dead bodies shall arise” (Isaiah
26:19). What, is it not the case that the phrase “Your dead shall
live” is referring to the dead of Eretz Yisrael, whereas the subse-
quent phrase “My dead bodies shall arise” is referring to the dead
of the lands outside of Eretz Yisrael? And if so, what is the mean-
ing of the verse “And I will set glory [tzvi] in the land of the
living”? This verse is written with regard to Nebuchadnezzar, as
the Merciful One states: I will bring upon you a king who is as
swift as a deer [tzvi].

Rabbi Elazar said to Rabbi Abba bar Memel: My teacher, I teach

it from a different verse, as it is stated: “He gives breath to the

people upon it, and spirit to they who walk there” (Isaiah 42:5).
This indicates that the future resurrection is specifically for those

who dwell in Eretz Yisrael. Rabbi Abba retorted: But isn’t it writ-
ten: “My dead bodies shall arise”? How do you interpret this

verse? Rabbi Elazar replied: That verse is not referring to those

living outside Eretz Yisrael; rather, it is written with regard to

stillborns, as they too will merit resurrection.

The Gemara asks: And what does Rabbi Abba bar Memel do

with this verse “He gives breath to the people upon it”? The

Gemara answers: He requires that verse for that which was taught

by Rabbi Abbahu. As Rabbi Abbahu said: Even a Canaanite

maidservant in Eretz Yisrael is assured a place in the World-
to-Come. It is written here: “To the people [la'am] upon it,”
and it is written there: “Abide you here with [im] the donkey”
(Genesis 22:5). This verse in Genesis is traditionally interpreted

to mean: A people [am] that is similar to a donkey, from which

it may be inferred that even the members of this people merit a

share in the world to come.

With regard to the aforementioned verse “And spirit to they who
walk there” (Isaiah 42:5), Rabbi Yirmeya bar Abba said that
Rabbi Yohanan said: Anyone who walks four cubits" in Eretz
Yisrael is assured of a place in the World-to-Come.

BACKGROUND

Hutzal deVinyamin - 237 '71‘1'! The city of
Hutzal was near Neharde'a, on the River Euphrates.
This was an ancient city, as the Talmud states that
it was walled in the days of Joshua and that it had
a Jewish population from the days of Jehoiachin. It
was called Hutzal deVinyamin, Hutzal of Benjamin,
because its original settlers were exiles from the
tribe of Benjamin. It has been said that the Divine
Presence rests on its synagogue. For many genera-
tions, Hutzal was an important center of Torah and
some of the last tanna’im were Hutzalites. Further-
more, in the times of the amora’im it Hutzal was
apparently home to an independent school where
several Sages studied.

HALAKHA
Anyone who walks four cubits, etc. — ]'?U?U '7;
121 Ny pa: Even one who merely walks four
cubits in Eretz Yisrael has earned for himself a place
in the World-to-Come, as stated by Rabbi Yohanan
(Rambam Sefer Shofetim, Hilkhot Melakhim 5:11).
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The Gemara asks: And according to the opinion of Rabbi Elazar,
will the righteous outside of Eretz Yisrael not come alive at the

time of the resurrection of the dead? Rabbi Ile’a said: They will
be resurrected by means of rolling, i.e., they will roll until they
reach Eretz Yisrael, where they will be brought back to life. Rabbi
Abba Salla Rava strongly objects to this: Rolling is an ordeal

that entails suffering for the righteous. Abaye said: Tunnels are

prepared for them in the ground, through which they pass to

Eretz Yisrael.

§ The verse states that Jacob commanded Joseph: “You shall
carry me out of Egypt and bury me in their burying-place”
(Genesis 47: 30). Karna said: There are inner matters here, i.e,,
a secret meaning: Our Patriarch Jacob knew that he was
completely righteous, and if the dead of the lands outside of
Eretz Yisrael come alive, why did he trouble his sons to bring
him to Eretz Yisrael? The reason is that he was concerned lest he
not merit the tunnels.

On a similar note, you say: “And Joseph took an oath of the
children of Israel, saying: God will surely remember you, and
you shall carry up my bones from here” (Genesis 50:25). Rabbi
Hanina said: There are inner matters here. Joseph knew con-
cerning himself that he was completely righteous, and if the
dead of the lands outside of Eretz Yisrael come alive, why did he
trouble his brothers to carry his coffin four hundreds parasangs
to Eretz Yisrael? The reason is that he was concerned lest he not
merit the tunnels.

§ Rabba’s brothers sent him a letter to Babylonia from Eretz
Yisrael, in which they mentioned this idea that Jacob knew that
he was completely righteous, as detailed above. They continued
by writing that Ilfa adds matters to this statement: An incident
occurred involving one who was suffering through his love for
a certain woman he desired to marry, and he sought to descend
from Eretz Yisrael. When he heard this idea concerning the
tremendous significance of living in Eretz Yisrael, he suffered
without leaving the country until the day he died.

Rabba’s brothers further wrote in their letter: And although you
are a great Sage, one who studies by himself is not similar to
one who studies from his teacher, and therefore you should
come to Eretz Yisrael. And if you say that you do not have a
teacher in Eretz Yisrael, in fact you do have a teacher. And who
is he? He is Rabbi Yohanan.

And if you do not ascend to Eretz Yisrael, be careful in three

matters: Do not sit excessively, as sitting is harmful with regard

to hemorrhoids; do not stand excessively, as standing is harm-
ful with regard to heart trouble; and do not walk excessively, as

walking is harmful with regard to eye problems. Rather, divide

your time: One-third for sitting, one-third for standing, and

one-third for walking.

Rabba’s brothers offered him more advice in their letter: With
regard to any sitting that is without support, i.e,, an object on
which to lean, standing is more comfortable than that position.
The Gemara asks: Can it enter your mind that standing is better
than sitting? Didn’t you say that standing is harmful with regard
to heart trouble? Rather, with regard to sitting

without support, standing with a support, i.e. an object against
which one can lean, is better than it.
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Y% 7290 X5) 135 yn x5 bax — but not from a town to a city,"V or from a city to a town.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS

MY M e

npu7 7 — One can require his wife to move from a bad dwelling to a good dwelling, ey movr man kS bax

ny77 — but not from a good dwelling to a bad dwelling.?

7% Sx0bn3 12 1ivew 127 — Rabban Shimon ben

Gamliel says: n1 )% ny7 M XDy — One may not require her to move even from a bad dwelling to a good

dwelling,

Gemara The Gemara asks:

Y% 1799 ’phwa — It is understandable that a
wife need not move from a city to a town, m b3 maw 11539
— because in a city everything can be found, nvw KXY 1wy
*om b3 — whereas in a town not everything can be found.
Ny "Rn 713% 1y ’9% — But why does she not have to move

from a town to a city?

The Gemara answers:
N7 12 91 1375 mY ymon — This supports the teaching of R?
Yose bar Chanina, xym 92 w1 121 "aRT — for R’ Yose bar
Chanina said: nwp ov373 naww pam — From where do we
know that living in a city is difficult? -y — For it is
stated: “nowya nawh o owig Y% oy e, — The
people blessed all those who volunteered to settle in Jerusalem. ™

The Gemara quotes from the Mishnah:
13 iR SX9n3 13 1R 127 — RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL
SAYS ete, According to Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, a husband
may not require his wife to move even from a bad dwelling to a
good one, because a good dwelling tries a person’s constitution.
The Gemara explains:
P73 'k — What does Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel mean by
saying that it tries one’s constitution? What harm can there be in
moving from a bad dwelling to a good one?  Yxmw1s — This can

point or destination is Eretz Yisrael:

Misﬁnaﬁ, This Mishnah discusses the right of a person to require his family to relocate when the starting

112 1911 MW usn — because the good dwelling tries a person’s constitution.®

be understood in accordance with Shmuel’s teaching, 7
Sxmy — for Shmuel said: myn *%in nbnn npy Wy — A
change of routine is the beginning of stomach illness,”

Further corroboration of Shmuel’s teaching:

X770 12 1993 2N — It is written in the book of Ben Sira:®
oy Y w1y, — [Scripture states:] All the days of a poor man
are bad.®

Before quoting Ben Sira’s comment on the verse, the Gemara

shows how the verse corroborates Shmuel’s teaching:
D1aL DY Ninaw XX — But there are the Sabbaths and ho-
lidays?" How can the verse say that all a pauper’s days are bad?
5%mwTs — It can be understood in accordance with Shmuel’s
teaching, XMW 1y — for Shmuel said:  *9in nbnn npy
oyp — A change of routine is the beginning of stomach
illness,™ '

The Gemara resumes its quotation from the book of Ben Sira:
73R X710 13 — Ben Sira comments on the verse: nivh gx —
Not only are the days of a pauper bad, but even his nights are
bad.™ 413 m Sowa — For at the base of other roofs is his
roof, in73 o™i DRy — and at the height of mountains is
his vineyard. 133% o “wmn — Thus, the rain from the other
roofs falls onto his roof,™™  nm72% 92 "9y — and the soil
of his vineyard falls onto the other vineyards,"!

%71 y1IxY 11oyn Yol — A person can force all the members of his household to goup to Eretz Yisrael to live there, 5!

NOTES

1. [Although they are both in the same province.] The reason is given in
the Gemara (Rashi).

2. Even if he is moving from one city to another city or from one town
to another town (in the same province), he can compel her to accompany
him only if he is relocating from a dwelling in a bad neighborhood to one
in a good neighborhood. A bad neighborhood is a place where food is
scarce and expensive; a good neighborhood is a locale where food is
plentiful and cheap (Meiri; Rashi, Mahadura Kamma, cited by Shitah
Mekubetzes; see also Talmidei Rabbeinu Yonah ibid.).

3. Living in a good neighborhood can be physically harmful to someone
who has come from a bad neighborhood. Tt puts the body to the test,
causing illness (Rashi; cf. Rambam, cited by Ran). [The Gemara will
elaborate.]

4. It is to her advantage to live in a city, where every commodity is
available (see 110a note 49).

5. Cities have large populations living in congested conditions; its houses
are crammed together and fresh air is lacking, In a town, by contrast,
there are gardens and orchards next to the houses, and the air is clean
(Rashi; see also Talmidei Rabbeinu Yonah, cited by Shitah Mekubetzes).

6. Nehemiah 11:2. Upon the return of the Babylonian exiles, some settled
in the city of Jerusalem and were blessed for doing so. Since volunteer-
ing to dwell in Jerusalem warranted a blessing, it is evident that living
in a city is objectionable (Rashi, Mahadura Kamma, cited by Shitah
Mekubetzes; see Meiri).
7. Any change, even for the better (Rashi), can harm the body. A person
who moves to a good neighborhood begins to eat rich foods to which he
was not not previously accustomed, and consequently suffers digestive
ailments (Meiri; see note 2),

Shmuel was an expert physician (as stated in Bava Metzia 85b), and

-hence knowledgeable in these matters (Iyun Yaakov).

8. A noncanonical book written at the end of the First Temple era (see
Sanhedrin 100b).

9. Proverbs 15:15,

10. There is not a single Jewish pauper who does not enjoy delicacies on
these days! (Rashi to Sanhedrin 101a). On the eves of each Sabbath and
holiday, every community would supply its poor with meat and other
festive foods (Rashbam to Bava Basra 146a).

11. The change in the pauper’s diet from dry bread to meat could lead to
stomach disorders (Rashbam ibid.). In this sense, even the Sabbath and
festivals are “bad days” for the poor.

12. King Solomon (the author of Proverbs) bemoans only the daily
existence of the poor. But their nights, when they sleep peacefully, are
contented. Ben Sira, however, considers even the nights of the poor to be
times of suffering (Rashbam ibid.).

13. Unlike the rich, a poor man cannot afford a tall house. On rainy
nights his sleep is disturbed by the runoff beating down on his roof from
the higher dwellings of the more prosperous (Rashi ibid.).

14, The only place for a vineyard that a pauper can afford is on a hilltop.
The fertilizer he brings there is blown away by the wind onto the
vineyards in the valley below, causing him a financial loss (Rashi here
and to Sanhedrin ibid.). [Since the wind is active at all hours, this
represents a second way in which the poor suffer even at night.]

15. If a family is living in some country outside of Eretz Yisrael and the
father or the mother decides that the family should move to Eretz
Yisrael, the entire household is coerced [by the Rabbinic court] to accede
to the wishes of the parent and to go live in Eretz Yisrael (see Rashi ; see
also note 18 and Gemara below for further details of this law).
According to some Rishonim, there is a Biblical mitzvah to settle Eretz
Yisrael (see, for example, Ramban in his appendix to Sefer HaMitzvos,
Asei myvan myn i11). Accordingly, our Mishnah’s ruling that a person
may force his household members to go there with him is a reflection of
this mitzvah (see Ramban to Numbers 83:53) [although the right to
coerce them may be a Rabbinic enactment]. Other Rishonim maintain
that there is no positive commandment to settle Eretz Yisrael However.
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SHNEI DAYANEI CHAPTER THIRTEEN KESUBOS

1y Yo pxy — but he can force none of them to leave Eretz Yisrael .l
The Mishnah discusses the same question in regard to Jerusalem:
mibwrarh Poyn Yo — A person can force all the members of his household to go up to Jerusalem,"” b2 )

PRYI —

vice versa):

can force none of them to leave Jerusalem. oWy mK) owary R — The same is true for both

by y 83 YK Xy — If one married a woman in Eretz Yisrael 5x7t? y )3 nw3) — and divorced her in
Eretz Yisrael, X717 yx nivn nY 1ni1 — he gives her from the coins of Eretz Yisrael in payment of her
kesubah." %1y N3 MUK Ry — If one married a woman in Evetz Yisrael xipuinpa M) — and divorced
her in Cappadocia,®” bx1i y15 niyipn nY 1nia — he gives her from the coins of Eretz Yisrael.?! myx Ry
xpuispa — If one married a woman in Cappadocia 5711 y 183 y)3) — and divorced her in Eretz Yisrael,
%711 Y& nivian AY 1011 — he gives her from the coins of Eretz Yisrael.

The last ruling is disputed:

31X Y913 13 1w 131 — But Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says:  X¥pvizp nivin a7 jni — He gives her from

the coins of Cappadocia,®
The Mishnah continues:

— he

il

Gemara The Gemara examines the first part of the Mish-
nah:
1oyn Yo — The Mishnah states: A PERSON MAY FORCE ALL the

members of his household T0 GO UP to Eretz Yisrael. *Npmnxb
— What is the word “‘all” meant to include?

Nepbispa nWX Xy — If one married a woman in Cappadocia
i ~ ves her from the coins of Cappadocia.

Kipvispa AYMa) — and divorced her in

The Gemara explains:

o712y kY — It is meant to include Hebrew servants. Even a
Hebrew servant may be coerced to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael with

the rest of the household.??
The Gemara asks:

NOTES

even these authorities agree that it is a worthy cause to live in Eretz
Yisrael. Thus, the Sages enacted that a person should be able to force his
family to move there in fulfillment of this aim.

In regard to the general issue of the settlement of Eretz Yisrael, see
the following sources: Tosafos mbyY "mx K1 1%, Rambam, Hil.
Melachim 5:9-12; Ritva to Yoma 38a; Mordechai §313 (end of tractate);
Tashbetz in his Responsa 3:288 and Zohar HaRakia §76; Rashbash §1-8;
Rivash §101; Kol Bo §127; Terumas HaDeshen, Pesakim §88; Responsa,
Maharit 11 Yoreh Deah §28; Maharitatz 1:85; Knesses HaGedolah, Even
HaEzer §75, Hagahos Beis Yosef §25-28, and Shayarei Knesses HaGedo-
lah, Yoreh Deah 1:239, Hagahos HaTur §38; Shulchan Aruch, Orach
Chaim 248:4 with Magen Avraham §16; Me’il Tzedakah §26; Chavos Yair
§210; R’ Yaakov Emden in the introduction to his Siddur; Or HaChaim
to Numbers 33:53; Responsa, Chasam Sofer, Yoreh Deah §233-234 and
Even HaEzer 1:132; R’ Shlomo Kluger in HaElef Lecha Shlomo, Even
HaFEzer §118-120; Chochmas Adam, Shaar Mishpatei HaAretz 11:3; Pe’as
HaShulchan 1:14-15; Responsa, Beis HaLevi 2:50 (end).

[There are numerous other sources that discuss the settlement of
Eretz Yisrael, especially in contemporary times that have seen dramatic
changes there. A comprehensive treatment of this topic, however, is
beyond the scope of this work.]

16. [If the family is already living in Eretz Yisrael, he may not coerce
them to move to some other country, even if he wishes to move to a
better dwelling or a town populated only by Jews) see Rambam, Hil.
Ishus 13:19).]

17. [Tt seems generally accepted that there is no positive commandment
to live in Jerusalem. However, we find several mitzvos that require a
person’s presence in “the place that Hashem will choose,” i.e. Jertisalem
(e.g. the offering of sacrifices, the consumption of maaser sheni, the
presentation of a halachic question before the Great Sanhedrin). It
appears, then, that the Sages recognized that the settlement of
Jerusalem is a worthy objective, and they therefore enacted a right for
a person to foree his household to move there.]

18. A wife too may force her husband to go up to Eretz Yisrael in order
to live there, and if he refuses he must release her from the marriage and
pay her the sum stipulated in her kesubah, as a Baraisa in the Gemara
teaches (Rashi).

19. The Mishnah refers to a kesubah that stated “‘two hundred dinars
(zuz)” but did not specify any particular currency (Meiri; Rambam, Hil.
Ishus 16:6). Hence, it was unclear which type of dinars the husband was
obligated to pay. [The name dinar was used for currency in Eretz Yisrael
and the other countries of that region, but its value varied between one
country and another.] The Mishnah teaches that in this case the

husband pays two hundred dinars of Eretz Yisrael, or their equivalent.

A husband can commit himself to a kesubah of any currency or
denomination, provided that the payment is not less than the minimum
set by the Sages — i.e. two hundred dinars (zuz) of mymno3, provincial
silver, for a virgin; one hundred for a non-virgin (Ran; Nimukei Yosef;
Maggid Mishneh ad loc.; cf. Meiri). [y no3, provincial silver, is an
alloy made up of one part silver and seven parts copper. This is in
contrast to ™ty npa, Tyrian silver, which is pure silver. Since the
provincial zuz was worth one eighth of a pure (Tyrian) zuz, 200 hundred
zuz of “provincial silver” equal 25 zuz of pure silver. A zuz of pure silver
equals 96 barleycorns of silver; hence, 25 zuz equals 2,400 barleycorns of
silver (Rambam, Hil. Ishus 10:8). A single barleycorn weighs 0.05 grams;
thus, the total kesubah obligation amounts to 120 grams of pure silver
[8.86 troy ounces] (Chazon Ish, Nashim 66:21).]

Another opinion states that the minimum kesubah obligation is two
hundred zuz of ™y 0oy, Tyrian silver, i.e. pure silver (see Ran here and
Rosh Ch. 1, end of §19; see also Shulchan Aruch, Even HaEzer 66:6 with
Rama).

[Contemporary kesubos use an entirely different standard — two
hundred zekukin, which is a much larger sum (see Chazon Ish ibid.; see
also Igros Moshe, Even HaEzer vol. IV §91-92).]

20. xxpuinp is the land referred to in Scripture as ninog, Kaftor (Meiri; see
Targum Onkelos to Deuteronomy 2:23), It has been identified with
Cappadocia, an ancient province in Asia Minor, included in modern-day
Turkey (Mussaf HeAruch xypmnp 'v; see also HaGeogrophiah BaMish-
nah p. 171).

21. Although the payment is made in Cappadocia, he may satisfy his
commitment to pay “two hundred dinars” by giving her two hundred
dinars of Eretz Yisrael (see next note).

22.Le. ifhe married her in Cappadocia and divorced her in Eretz Yisrael,
he pays her two hundred dinars of Cappadocia.

The coins of Cappadocia were larger and heavier than those of
Eretz Yisrael (Rashi). Thus, according to Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel,
since he must pay her the number of coins stipulated in the kesubah
with the heavier coins of Cappadocia, he incurs a greater expense
than if he were to pay with the lighter coins of Eretz Yisrael (see
Rashi to 10a n% yma i1 and Tosafos ibid.). [The Gemara will explain
the dispute between Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel and the Tanna
Kamma.]

23. Rashi; cf. Rashi to Arachin 3b.

[A Hebrew servant (*13y 12y) is a full-fledged Jew who is obligated to
work for a master for a limited period of time, A Canaanite slave (13y
3y39), on the other hand, is the permanent property of a master. Thus,
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110b3 SHNEI DAYANEI

Rr7oa mrray wun7 ey — And according to
who teaches the case of Hebrew servants explicitly in the
Mishnah,® &y mnxb — what is the word “all” meant to in-
clude?

The Gemara answers:

Ny Y oz men maxgY — Itis meant to include someone who
would be forced to move from a good dwelling in the Diaspora to
abad dwelling in Eretz Yisrael.”™ Even he may be forced to move
to Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara examines the next statement in the Mishnah:
'X*¥in Y27 PI) — BUT HE MAY FORCE NONE OF THEM TO LEAVE.
1y mnRY — What is the word “none” meant to include?

The Gemara explains:
yIRY IRy nyim maw 13y maRb — It is meant to include a
Canaanite slave who flees from his master who lives outside of
Eretz Yisrael and runs to Eretz Yisrael, This slave may not be
forced to leave, v 131117 — for we tell [his master,] a1
5 ko7 — “Sell [the slave] here in Eretz Yisrael®® and go back
to the Diaspora, if you want. But he must remain here mwn
HX7W1 Y8 N2 — in order to further the settlement of Eretz
Yisrael.”

The Gemara examines the next part of the Mishnah;
ovowrmb phyn ban — A PERSON MAY FORCE ALL the members of
his household to goup TOlivein JERUSALEM. & »1nxb — What
is the word ““all” meant to include here?

The Gemara explains:
ny 7 M noir M minkY — Itis meant to include someone who
would be forced to move from a good dwelling in Eretz Yisrael to
a bad dwelling in Jerusalem, Even such a person may be coerced
to follow the family to Jerusalem.

The Gemara examines the next statement in the Mishnah:
PX*¥in 533 PR) — BUT HE MAY FORCE NONE of them TO LEAVE
Jerusalem. xp Minxy — What is the word “none’” meant to
include here?

The Gemara explains:
nei b Ny M oy mnrb — Theoretically, it could be
meant to include even someone who would be moving from a
bad dwelling in Jerusalem to a good dwelling in the rest of
Eretz Yisrael. Even such a person may not be forced to leave
dJerusalem. However, it would be unnecessary for the Mishnah
to teach us this, because we already know that a person may be
forced to move to an inferior dwelling in Jerusalem, so certainly he
may not be forced to reverse this move. Xw™ Xyng *poxy —
Rather, then, the true explanation of the Mishnah’s wording is
that since [the author of the Mishnah] taught in the beginn-
ing, X' 'R — HE MAY FORCE NONE of them TO LEAVE Eretz
Yisrael, "3 90 Xin — he taught the parallel law in the end
as well, XWin "% — HE MAY FORCE NONE of them TO LEAVE
Jerusalem, even though the word “none” teaches us nothing new
here.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS

A Baraisa records
wife disagree about moving to Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem:
1337 1p — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  nibyY "nix R —
IF HE WANTS them TO GO UP to Eretz Yisrael or to Jerusalem,
nibyy xX%YW NIk XKW1 — AND SHE WANTS them NOT TO GO
UP, nibyb Anix 1012 — WEFORCE HERTO GO UP with him, ax)
XY — BUT IF she will NOT go up with him despite our efforts,
13303 X3 KYR — then SHEMUSTLEAVE him, i.e. accept a divorce,
WITHOUT receiving A KESUBAH.®"  nibyb npix xm — IF
SHE WANTS them T0O GO UP, ni5y% Kby 2mix x3m — AND HE
WANTS them NOTTO GOUP, niby% inix p2ia — WE FORCE HIM
TO GO UP with her.®  n3ana yn1 Xoyir 1Y DX} — BUTIF he will
NOT go up with her then HE MUST DIVORCE her AND GIVE her the
KESUBAH,

The Baraisa continues regarding a husband and wife who
disagree about leaving Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem:
NKY? NPIK KA1 — IFSHE WANTS them TOLEAVE X5 i xvm)
NRY7 — AND HE WANTS them NOT TO LEAVE, K5V mnix pois
NRYY — WEFORCEHERNOTTOLEAVE. 1KY B — BUTIF she will
NOT remain in Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem despite our efforts,
m2iny K53 NYR — THEN SHE MUST LEAVE him, ie. accept a
divorce, WITHOUT receiving AKESUBAH. NNYY "niK K1 — IFHE
WANTS them TO LEAVE, nxy% xb5W nnix X)) — BUT SHE
WANTS them NOT TO LEAVE, nxy% XY inix ppis — then we
FORCE HIM NOT TOLEAVE. 1X7 BX) — BUTIF he will NOT remain
in Eretz Yisrael or Jerusalem, m2in3 ynn Xyt — HE MUST
DIVORCE her AND GIVE her the KESUBAH.

The Mishnah stated:
3 R Kipy — If ONE MARRIED A WOMAN ete.
The Gemara asks:
Wi 8o ki) — [The Mishnah] itself is contradictory! ypp —
irst it teaches: N¥pvinRa MWIN bRy yna nwk Ny — If
DNE MARRIED A WOMAN IN ERETZ YISRAEL AND DIVORCED HER IN
APPADOCIA, Y%7 18 niven A% 1nit — HE GIVES HER FROM
HE COINS OF ERETZ YISRAEL in payment of her kesubah. xnbx
191X XYW n2 — Evidently, we go by the place where the
pbligation was initially incurred, at the time of marriage
5" Kk — But then consider the latter part of the Mishnah:
PXIWT YIR3 AU Nipvispa nWK Ky — If ONE MARRIED A
WOMAN IN CAPPADOCIA AND DIVORCED HER IN ERETZ YISRAEL,
K7W YK nivian 7% 1ni — HE GIVES HER FROM THE COINS OF
ERETZYISRAEL. 13718 K323 103 Xpbx — Evidently, we go by
he place of the collection, and not the place where the obligation
as incurred!
The contradiction is solved:
n31 "R — Rabbah said: 1532 3w m2in3 *93pn — They have
taught here one of the leniencies of the kesubah laws,"
19277 m2in3 M2pp — and he (ie the Tanna Kamma of our
Mishnah) maintains that the kesubah is of Rabbinic origin,!

NOTES

it is not surprising that a Canaanite slave could be forced to go to
Eretz Yisrael (since his master may force him to go anywhere). How-
ever, it is a novel teaching that a Hebrew servant may be forced to go
there.]

24. Apparently, there was a version of our Mishnab’s text that read: The
same is true for men, women and servants (see Rif).

25. See above, note 16.

26. Or, if there is no buyer, the master may free the slave and have him
write a promissory note for his worth (Tosafos).

27. She does not receive the additional entitlements written into the
kesubah either (Ran). See Rama, Even HaEzer 75:4, regarding the
melog and the tzon-barzel properties.

28. See Yerushalmi, cited in Rosh (end of 18:18) and in Tur, Even HaEzer
§75.

29. Although the kesubah is not collectable until after divorce or the
hushand’s death, it must be paid with the coins of the place where the
obligation was incurred — in this instance, Eretz Yisrael.

30. The husband is allowed to pay either with the coins of the place
where the obligation was incurred or with those of the place where it is
being collected, whichever are less valuable. This is a leniency unique to
the kesubah. [In the case of a regular debt, the determinant is the place
of the initial obligation, as a Baraisa shall teach below.]

31, Since the obligation of paying a kesubah is only Rabbinic, the Sages
were lenient, permitting the husband to use whichever type of coins are
worth less,
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110b* SHNEI DAYANEI

Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel’s dissenting view is explained:
iK Hx7903 12 1ivRY 127 — RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAYS:
If one married a woman in Cappadocia and divorced her in
Eretz Yisrael, Nipvisp niven n% jni) — HE GIVES HER FROM
THE COINS OF CAPPADOCIA.  RN'™MiN7 2103 12vp — [Rab-
ban Shimon ben Gamliel] maintains that the kesubah is of
Biblical origin.®

A Baraisa teaches how these laws apply in the context of a
regular debt:
y321 1n — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  2in 1pw xying
a0 by — ONE WHO PRODUCES A NOTE OF INDEBTEDNESS
AGAINST HIS FELLOW,® b33 niymn ymam 33 12 ainp — if
the location RECORDED IN IT IS BABYLONIA, [THE BORROWER]
PAYS HIMP¢ FROM THE COINS OF BABYLONTA;  Y'IX 13 2In3
Sx9ipr Y8 niven v Sxqwr — if the location RECORDED
IN IT IS ERETZ YISRAEL, HE PAYS HIM FROM THE COINS OF ERETZ
YISRAEL® nnv i3 213 — Had the note been WRITTEN WITH-
ouUT reference to a SPECIFIC location,®® the type of payment is
determined as follows: 533 nivwn wam 5333 woyin — If
[THE LENDER] PRODUCED [THE NOTE] IN BABYLONIA, [THE BOR-
ROWER] PAYS HIM FROM THE COINS OF BABYLONIA; Y1 1X3 iRwyin
5x9tr Y8 nivan 3133 b7t — if HE PRODUCED IT IN ERETZ
YISRAEL, [THE BORROWER] PAYS HIM FROM THE COINS OF ERETZ
YISRAEL.T

The Baraisa continues with a related law:

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS

onp ne3 i3 21Ny — If the word “SILVER” WAS WRITTEN IN [THE
NOTE] WITHOUT reference to a SPECIFIC denomination,®® i
saye MY Ny — [THE BORROWER] MAY PAY HIM WHATEVER
denomination of silver coins HE WANTS, %

The Baraisa concludes:
121023 12 1'RY N — THIS IS NOT SO WITH THE KESUBAH.

The Gemara explains the last clause:
K™K — TO WHICH law does it refer? NwMwi 27 "Rg — RAV
MESHARSHIYASAID: KWK — It refers'TO THE FIRST PART of the
Baraisa, Sxi9na y2 1ivew 12770 Ky — and it serves TO
PRECLUDE the view of RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL, “RN7
RN 13IND — WHO SAYS THAT THE KESUBAH IS OF BIBLICAL
ORIGIN.MY

The Gemara quotes a law stated in the Baraisa in order to
question it:
¥y MY Ay M any qes 92 2inp — If the word “SILVER” 18
WRITTEN IN [THE NOTE] WITHOUT reference to a SPECIFIC type of
denomination, [THE BORROWER] MAY PAY HIM in WHATEVER
denomination of silver coins HE WANTS.

The Gemara asks: ’
N3D2 KpuR] — But say that the note refers to a bar of silver!®!

This problem is solved:
ayyhx 11 K — R Elazar said:  yavn ma 2mT —
The Baraisa speaks of a note in which the word “coin” is
written,

NOTES

32. Therefore, it is treated with the same stringency as a regular debt,
which is paid with the coins of the place where the debt was incurred
(Rashi; see Pnei Yehoshua).

The Biblical source for the kesubah is the verse that describes the
penalty for one who seduced a virgin naarah (Exodus 22:16): 5pw? qpa
nYinag iwa, He shall pay silver shekalim in the amount of the
settlement [made] to the virgins. The word used here for settlement
is =n, mohar [a term associated with the gifts and financial arrange-
ments made to a woman at the time of her marriage — see Genesis
84:12: 1o " TR oy 1270, Inflate upon me exceedingly the “mohar”
(marriage settlement) and gifts]. From here the Sages derived that
every virgin who marries is entitled to a settlement (Gemara above, 10a,
with Rashi; cf. Rosh ibid. §19 and Tos. Yeshanim to 38b; see also
Mitzpeh Eisan to 10a, who cites Tosafos to Sotah 27a wx 7). [The verse
merely demonstrates that there is a specific amount that is settled upon
the woman, but the exact figure — 200 zuz — as well as certain other
aspects of the obligation, are by Rabbinic decree (Ramban, cited by
Ritva; Ran).]

There is a dispute among the Rishonim as to whose view we follow.
Tosafos (10a “nx 77) note that the standard text of Ashkenazic kesubos
reads: K™K ¥ WTT [0KY I qua, two hundred silver zuz that are
appropriate to you under Biblical low. This indicates that Rabban
Shimon ben Gamliel’s view is accepted as the halachah (Rabbeinu Tam,
see also Smag, Asei §48). However, Rosh (ibid. §19) cites the opinion of
Rabbeinu Chananel and all the Geonim as ruling that the kesubah
obligation is of Rabbinic origin. This is the view of most Rishonim (Rif;
Rambam, Hil. Ishus 10:7, 12:2; Rosh, Ran et al.). The language of the
Ashkenazic kesubos can be explained even according to this view — see
Rosh and Ritve to 10a.

33. The Baraisa refers to a note that stated (for example), “So-and-
50 borrowed a hundred dinars,” but it did not specify the currency
(Ritva, Meiri, Shitah Mekubetzes). [As mentioned above, different types
of dinars were used in Eretz Yisrael and the other countries of that
region.]

34. Literally: allows him to collect.

35. The borrower always pays him a hundred dirnars of the type used in
the place named in the note (i.e. the place where the debt was incurred),
even if it is collected elsewhere, With respect to a loan, the determining
factor is the place of the obligation, not the place of collection (Ritva,
Meiri). .

36. Besides failing to define the specific currency, the note also omitted
mention of the place in which the loan was made.

37. It is understood that the place’s name (where the debt was incurred)
was deliberately omitted, because the parties had agreed to require
payment in the currency of the place where the debt will be collected
(Ritva; see Ran).

38. For example, it stated that the debt was for “a hundred of
silver,” and it did not specify which denomination of silver coin —
whether selas, dinars or pundyons (Rashi), or issars (Ran). [This part
of the Baraiasa could refer to a document that did record the place where
it was written, Hence, the only question is the denomination, not the
currency.]

39. He may even pay issars [the smallest silver coins] (Rashi), because
the burden of proof rests on the one who seeks to exact payment.

40, The first part of the Baraisa implies that the borrower must pay with
the coins of the place where the debt was incurred, regardless of where
it is collected. The Tanna of the Baraisa adds, ‘“That is not so with the
kesubah,” because in his opinion the kesubah may be paid in the coins
of either location (whichever are less valuable). This leniency is possible
because the kesubah is only of Rabbinic origin. The Tanna thus
disagrees with Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, who maintains that the
kesubah is of Biblical origin and must therefore be treated like a loan,
where the only determinant is the place where the obligation was
incurred (T'os. Rid on 111a).

The clause “That is not so with the kesubah” cannot be interpreted
as referring to the immediately preceding law — namely, that where no
denomination was specified the debtor may pay ‘“whatever he wants.” If
that were the case, the Baraisa would mean that one who pays the
kesubah does not have the option of choosing the lowest denomination.
That interpretation is untenable, because in general the kesubah is
treated more leniently than a loan, not more stringently. [And the
Baraisa’s meaning cannot be that the kesubah payment may not be less
than the minimum stated in note 19, because that is too obvious to need
saying.] Evidently, then, this clause (“That is not so with the kesubah ")
is unconnected to the law immediately preceding it; rather, it refers back
to the beginning of the Baraisa (Talmidei Rabbeinu Yonah, cited by
Shitah Mekubetzes). -

41. Since the note said only “silver,” and did not mention coins of any
type, it evidently means bars of silver (Rashi). These bars had a fixed
price, which was higher than the smallest silver coins, Why then does
the Baraisa allow the borrower to pay “whatever he wants”? He should
have to pay a hundred silver bars [or their monetary equivalent]
(Tosafos, Ritva; cf. Rabbeinu Tam, cited by Tosafos, Bava Basra 165b
RRK 717 D). ‘
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110b° SHNEI DAYANEI
The Gemara counters:

MwMs RpeR) — But then say that the note refers to perufos 42!
This too is solved:

X2 21 1K — RavPappa said:  "Wwyx v73y X5 Xppo7wms —

People do not make perutos of silver*%

The Gemara commences a lengthy discussion of the greatness of
Eretz Yisrael (and related matters) that continues until the end of
the tractate:

1321 np — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 0% 2111 nYivh
S877 Y82 — A PERSON, SHOULD ALWAYS DWELL IN ERETZ
YISRAEL®  m23ia »12iy Ry w3 19 m) — EVEN if he has to
dwell IN A CITY WITH A MAJORITY OF IDOLATERS, n¥w1a 717! bx)
YIXY — AND A PERSON SHOULD NOT DWELL OUTSIDE OF ERETZ
Yisrael 5xqirmaviy 11y 190 — EVENifhe would be dwelling
IN A CITY WITH A MAJORITY OF JEWS. byt ya 7 Yoy —
BECAUSE WHOEVER DWELLS IN ERETZ YISRAEL Y Wiy a3 npia

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS

mYK — IS CONSIDEREDTO BEONEWHOHASAGOD,  TT¥IM2 277 75)
y18% — AND WHOEVER DWELLS OUTSIDE OF ERETZ Yisrael i
715K 1% PRY M — IS CONSIDERED TO BE ONE WHO IS GODLESS,
rauryRY 0o nivh wan v nRogh nnb,, 1nRIw — ASITSAYS:H
TO GIVE YOU THE LAND OF CANAAN, TO BE A GOD UNTO YOU. The

juxtaposition of these two clauses teaches us that “to be a God

unto you” is dependent upon being in “the Land of Canaan,” i.e.
Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara asks in wonderment:
iR 19 PR YR 17 18Y 521 — And whoever does not dwell in
Eretz Yisrael is Godless?! But the Holy One, Blessed is He, is the
God of the entire world!“? — ? —

The Gemara explains:
7% "mi® Ry — Rather, the Baraisa should be understood as
follows: The verse comes to tell you that  yqx% nyma v1abs —
whoever dwells outside of Eretz Yisrael n7Tiny Thiy a‘am;
2318 — is as if he worships idols."¥

NOTES

42, [A perutah is a copper coin, which is the smallest denomination of
all.] Since the note said ““coin,” without specifying any particular type,
the debtor should be able to settle his debt by paying as little as a
hundred perufos — either in their copper form or in a silver equivalent
(Rashi, as explained by Shitah Mekubetzes). [The note’s mention of
“silver” could be construed as referring to the silver equivalent of a
hundred perutos, indicating that such payment is also acceptable
(Shitah Mekubetzes).]

The Baraisa, however, does not permit the borrower to pay a hundred
perutos. Although it says “whatever he wants,” that refers to the smallest
silver coins, viz. issars [because silver is the only metal mentioned in the
Baraisa). If the Baraisa meant perutos, which are even less valuable than
issars, it would have said so explicitly (see Tosafos to Menachos 107a
xnb 1 11o; see also Ritva and Shitah Mekubetzes). The Gemara seeks
the reason why the Baraisa does not allow payment of perutos.

43. [The borrower may not pay a hundred perutos, because the note said
“silver coins” in order to exclude perutos, which are always made of
copper.]

44, The Sifri (Re’eh §80) states that the mitzvah of dwelling in Eretz
Yisrael is as important as all the [other] mitzvos of the Torah combined
(see also Tosefta Avodah Zarah 5:2). Ramban (to Leviticus 18:25) com-
ments that Eretz Yisrael is the main locale where mitzvos should be per-
formed, even those mitzvos that are not related to the Land, such as the
mitzvah of tefillin, Correspondingly, the sins performed in Eretz Yisrael
are that much worse, since they are committed in the King’s own palace.

45, [However, if the city in Eretz Yisrael is composed entirely of
idolaters, i.e. he cannot live among a group of Jews, then he should not
live there. It is obvious that we cannot obligate a person to live among
barbarians or even within a community of wicked people (Avnei Nezer,
Yoreh Deah 457:1in a responsum written by his son, the author of Shem
MiShmuel).]

46. Leviticus 25:38.

47. [The relationship between God and the Jewish people is not
conditioned absolutely upon their presence in Eretz Yisrael. As Rav
Saadia Gaon notes famously, “The Jewish people is a nation by virtue
of its Torah,” not its land or government (Emunos VeDei’os 3:7). The
Holy One, Blessed is He, is still the God of the Jewish people even if they
are in exile. The covenant of the Torah remains intact no matter where
they go.]

48, The lands outside Eretz Yisrael and idol worship

The Torah warns in the Admonition that if the Jews abandon the
Torah then Hashem will scatter you among all the peoples, from the end
of the earth to the end of the earth, and there you will serve the gods of
others, whom you did not know — you or your forefathers — of wood and
of stone (Deuteronomy 28:64). Rashi there comments (based on Targum
Onkelos) that this does not mean that the Jews will actually worship
pagan deities; rather, it means that the Jews in the Diaspora will have
to pay head taxes and the like to pagan priests. Rashi to I Samuel 26:19
(which is the verse the Gemara proceeds to quote) cites Targum
Yonasan in a similar vein (see also Rashi to Deuteronomy 4:28).

According to Rambam in Maamar Kiddush Hashem (towards end)
and Meiri, a person who lives outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered to be

engaging in idol worship because he is dwelling among and associating
with idolaters. Meiri writes that, generally speaking, the environs outside
of Eretz Yisrael are the permanent home of pagans while Eretz Yisrael
is typically the home of the possessors of Torah wisdom and the fear of
sin, Living in an idolatrous country is conducive to behavior that is
antithetical to the Torah. A Jew who resides there — even if he lives in
aJewish town — cannot help but acclimate himself to his surroundings.
[By contrast, living within a Torah observant country exerts the oppo-
site pull upon a person’s soul. He enjoys this benefit even if most of the
townspeople are idolaters (as long as his immediate circle of friends are
worthy people — see above, note 45).] Meiri points out that the Gemara
speaks of Eretz Yisrael as a community of the God-fearing because that
is usually the case. But any country in which wisdom and the fear of sin
are common will have the same status as Eretz Yisrael regarding the
decision of where to live (see also below, 111a, notes 28 and 35).

Regarding the obligation to live among upright people, Rambam
writes (Hil. Dei’os 6:1): Man was created in such a way that he is drawn
to [emulate] his friends and colleagues in his attitudes and deeds. He will
conduct himself according to the conduet of his countrymen. Therefore,
it behooves a person to associate with righteous people and to sit with
sages so that he will learn from their deeds. And he should distance
himself from the wicked who walk in darkness in order that he not learn
from their deeds . .. Similarly, if he was in a country whose norms of
behavior were immoral and whose citizens did not walk upon the just
path, he should move to a place whose citizens are righteous and who
conduct themselves in the way of good people.

Ramban, however, takes a somewhat different approach to our
Gemara (although he may well agree with the principles espoused by
Rashi, Rambam and Meiri). Ramban’s explanation of our passage is
echoed among many commentators (see e.g. Responsa, Rashba 1 §134).
He states (Derashah LeRosh Hashanah, Kisvei Ramban, Chavel ed. pp.
249-251; see also Ramban’s commentary to Leviticus 18:25 and Avnei
Nezer, Yoreh Deah 454:14-20) that when God created the world, He
decreed that the events within every country would be controlled to
some extent by an angelic overseer designated for that country. There
was one exception: Eretz Yisrael. Eretz Yisrael was Eretz Hashem, the
Land of God. There would be no angelic entity as an intermediary
between God and the people in Eretz Yisrael. Rather, the relationship
would be a direct one. (Granted, God is ultimately the Master over the
entire world and all its spiritual forces, yet foreign lands must endure a
significant degree of separation from God. It is this degree of separation
that renders those lands defiled in comparison to Eretz Yisrael.) One
outcome of the distinction between Eretz Yisrael and other landsisina
country’s sensitivity to sin: If the population in Eretz Yisrael engages in
gravely sinful behavior, it is the nature of the land to vomit them out;
but the populations of other lands can indulge in such behavior with
seeming impunity: Their defiled lands will not expel them. A person who
decides to maintain his residence in these lands has chosen angelic
supervision over God’s: He has allowed foreign spiritual forces to
interpose between him and God and is reckoned as if he were himself in
their service. [See Michtav MeEliyahu, vol. 1 pp. 278-275 who notes that
once a person descends to the level of living his life under the aegis of
these forces, it is all too easy for him to stumble into actual idolatry.]
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The Baraisa continues:

TMIX KIT 7972 19) — AND SIMILARLY, REGARDING DAVID, [SCRIP-
TURE] SAYS:“¥ /11 nbnia nonvma Diva wwia-m,, — FOR THEY
HAVE DRIVEN ME AWAY THIS DAY FROM ATTACHING MYSELF TO THE
HERITAGE OF HASHEM [Eretz Yisrael], —nwiby 'tay 7% "naxb
ravnR — [as if] TO SAY, “GO WORSHIP OTHER GODS!” 10X ™ 13)
717 15 — NOW WHO was it that ever TOLD DAVID, Dby 112y 77
DN — “GO WORSHIP OTHER GODSI™? 7% 117 X9)§ — RATHER,
the verse comes TO TELL YOU: 7T2iy 193 yx% myima 21 93
D'33i3 N112y — WHOEVER DWELLS OUTSIDE ERETZ Yisrae] IS AS IF
HE WORSHIPS IDOLS.5!

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS

The Gemara begins to discuss whether it is permissible to
emigrate from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael:
I 277 MM LMAYRE Mg K71 130 — R Zeira was evading
Rav Yehudah, 5x7i yaxY pom’ xy27 — because [R’ Zeiral
desired to ascend from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael and Rav
Yehudah protested against his doing so.®” Rav Yehudah held that
R’ Zeira’s anticipated move to Eretz Yisrael was prohibited
73 27 K — because Rav Yehudah said:  53am n%ivy 5p
vy 291y Y71 yv — Whoever ascends from Babylonia to
Eretz Yisrael transgresses a positive commandment, =y
— as it says:

NOTES

49, I Samuel 26:19. .

50. Since David had to flee, leaving Eretz Yisrael to [seek safety] with the
heathen kings of Moab and Akish, he considered it as if someone was
forcing him to serve idols (Rashi; see note 48 above).

[According to the standard version of our text, the Gemara was
bothered initially as to why a person who dwells outside Eretz Yisrael is
considered “Godless,” and the Gemara revised this statement to
say that a person who dwells in foreign lands is considered instead to
be an idolater. However, according to a version of our text found
elsewhere, (see Rashi to Leviticus 25:38; Toras Kohanim, Behar, end of
parshasa 5; Tosefta Avodah Zarah 5:2; Avos DeRabbi Nassan 26:2;
Rambam, Hil. Melachim 5:12; Ramban, in his appendix to Sefer
HaMitzvos, Asei my»an imyn v see also Shiteh Mekubetzes here) the

Gemara’s distinction is different: The Gemara does not seek to
distinguish between being Godless and being an idolater, but rather
between dwelling in a foreign land and departing Eretz Yisrael for a
foreign land. If one is born and raised outside of Eretz Yisrael, he is not
considered Godless if he continues to dwell there, However, if he chooses
to leave Eretz Yisrael and live in a foreign land, then he is blameworthy
(see R’ Tzvi Yechezkel Michelson in Hagahos V'Chidushin of R’ Tzvi
Berlin). _

51, Rashi in Shabbos 41a says R’ Zeira was afraid that Rav Yehudah
might issue a decree that R’ Zeira remain in Babylonia. [Were Rav
Yehudah to have done so, the halachic permissibility of leaving
Babylonia for Eretz Yisrael would have been a moot point, since R’ Zeira
would have been forced to abide by the decree in any case.]
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» mORY BITN MTRB DY Ty M W) kA nan,, — They will be
prought to Babylonia and they will be there until the day that
] attend to them — the word of Hashem — when I shall bring
them up and return them to this place.™

R’ Zeira explains why, according to his view, this source does
not prohibit a person from emigrating from Babylonia:
}1m 37 — And R’ Zeira maintained that naw haa xwm
amny — that verse was written in regard to the sacred utensils
of the Temple, as can be seen from the context.” God declares
that those vessels shall remain in Babylonia, but people are
permitted to go to Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Yehudah responds that immigration to Eretz Yisrael is
prohibited, citing a new source:
ppm 37 — And Rav Yehudah said:  xymns xqp 2y —
There is another verse written in this regard:® nyawn,,
»oan T niIRD IR niNaya obwim nin oank — I have
adjured you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by gazelles or by
hinds of the field ete. should you wake or rouse the love until
it pleases. This verse teaches us, metaphorically, that we are
bound by an ocath not to ascend to Eretz Yisrael until the Final
Redemption.™

R’ Zeira interprets this source differently:
X7 17 — And R’ Zeira maintained that 15y Xy xym
maina Y11 — that verse in Song of Songs means only that the
Jewish people should not converge upon Eretz Yisrael in a wall

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS 111a’
of force,®™ But if an individual wishes to settle there, that is
permitted.®
Rav Yehudah presents another source:
77177 271 — And Rav Yehudah said that it is prohibited by oath
for even an individual to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael because
203 RN RYawh,, — there is another verse reading, I have
adjured you, O daughters of Jerusalem etc. that is written in
Song of Songs.1
R’ Zeira re-interprets this new verse:

X711 127) — And R’ Zeira maintained that =% wyam xmn
Ry i Wi w1 — that second verse is needed in
conjunction with the teaching of R’ Yose the son of R’
Chanina, % 5% niyiaw whw 1Ky — for [R’ Yose the son
of R’ Chanina] said: In regard to what actions were these
three® oaths administered? mpima x4 By Xbw nax — (1)
One is that the Jewish people should not converge upon Eretz
Yisrael in a wall of force; nx X1 N3 WiTRD yawny nog
5%91? — (2) and one is that the Holy One, Blessed is He,
adjured the Jewish people iy niIR3 117 K5YW — not to
rebel against the nations of the world; wiTpit yxawnw nox)
ova3i3 r12iw7 nx K P13 — (3) and one is that the Holy One,
Blessed is He, adjured the idolaters y72 y1aypwr xby
"R ni YR — not to subjugate the Jewish people more
than is sufficient.”’ In any case, R’ Zeira’s point was that indi-
viduals were never adjured to avoid immigration to Eretz Yisrael.

NOTES

1. Jeremiah 27:22. Thus, anyone who leaves Babylonia for Eretz Yisrael
on his own violates God’s directive to remain there.

[Although Rav Yehudah describes this as a “positive command-
ment,” he does not mean that this is one of the Torah’s positive
commandments: This would be unlikely, since his source is a prophecy
of Jeremiah spoken in connection with the destruction of the First
Temple. Rather, the directive to remain in Babylonia is a niyy myn
nap "2, an ordinance written in the Prophets, similar in some
respects to a Rabbinical enactment.]

The question is raised: If there is a Biblical mitzvah to settle Eretz
Yisrael (see above, 110b note 15), how is it possible for a prophet to issue
a directive that is in direct contradiction to this mitzvah? Megillas
Eisther who poses this question (in his glosses to Ramban’s appendix to
Sefer HaMitzvos, Asei, noyan myn i) therefore sides with the many
authorities who hold there is no ongoing and permanent mitzvah to
settle Eretz Yisrael. However, many authorities (including Ramban
loc. cit.) assert that there is such a mitzvah. For a resolution of this
difficulty according to these views, see Avnei Nezer, Yoreh Deah 454:7,
citing Rashbash §1-2.

2. An earlier verse in the passage (v. 19) begins: For thus said Hashem,
Master of Legions, concerning the pillars and the sea and the stands and
the rest of the utensils [of the Temple] that remain in the city ... They
will be brought to Babylonia and they will be there etc.

8. Song of Songs 2:7.

4. “The daughters of Jerusalem” are the Jewish people in every
Beneration. They are sworn not to awaken God’s love for them by
Teturning to Eretz Yisrael before the time that it pleases God to bring
the Final Redemption. They are sworn by gazelles or by hinds of the
ﬁeld meaning that (as the Gemara explains below) they will be hunted
like hinds if they do not observe the oath.

[The Haflaah writes that Rav Yehudah does not abandon the first
verse he cited above, They will be brought to Babylonia and they will be
there, Rather, the verse in Song of Songs is used to teach us that the
verse in Jeremiah is speaking about the Jews exiled from Eretz Yisrael
and not the sacred utensils. Indeed, we find Rav Yehudah’s view quoted
elsewhere in the Gemara (Berachos 24b and Shabbos 41a), and the verse

hey will be brought to Babylonia is the only one cited (see also HaRif
and Iyan Yaakov in Ein Yaakov).]

5, Literally: the Jewish people should not scale the wall. Rashi explains
t at this means they should not go to Eretz Yisrael “together with a
Iighty hand,” i.e. with force. [Possibly, the Gemara’s expression is
based on Joel 2:7: mpin 15y onn WKy, they scale the wall like men of
War (Hashmatos Chidushei HaRadal, printed at the end of the Vilna

ed. of Shir HaShirim Rabbah 15y x5w iv+1).] Piskei Riaz (13:8:6) repeats
Rashi’s explanation and adds that the Gemara is speaking of something
akin to the Ingathering of the Exiles. According to the Tanchuma, it is
the ascension of ‘“‘multitudes and multitudes” (see Tanchuma Yashan,
Buber ed., Hosafah to Devarim §3).

Alternatively, our Gemara should read mpina Yxqwr oy Kby, that
the Jewish people should not ascend [to Eretz Yisrael] as a wall, ie.
in one mass aliyah (Hagahos R’ Yaakov Emden, Rashash,; see Yoma
9b).

Despite this oath, no Jews were prohibited to immigrate to Eretz
Yisrael in the generation of Ezra. In that case, the Jews did not enter
Eretz Yisrael with force, but rather in response to the royal invitation of
Cyrus, the ruler of the Persian Empire [which included the Land of
Israel] (see, however, Sefer HaGeulah in Kisvei Ramban, Chavel ed., p.
274 and Pnei Yehoshua here). Cyrus’ role in the restoration of the
exiled Jews was prophetically confirmed (see Isaiah 45:13 and Megillah
12a), and the Jewish people were called to account for not ascending en
masse at that time (see Yoma ibid.; see Avnei Nezer, 454:56).

6. R’ Zeira was neither ascending to Eretz Yisrael together with the
masses of Jewish people nor engaging in combat to get there, thus he
was permitted to go.

7. Song of Songs 3:5. This verse is identical to 2:7 in its wording,
vowelization and cantillation. [Rav Yehudah thus expounds the second
verse to teach that even an individual is forbidden to immigrate to
Eretz Yisrael.]

8. There is a third verse in Song of Songs (8:4) that is similar to the
above two verses, although the wording differs somewhat. These three
verses refer to three different oaths.

[There is yet a fourth verse (5:8) that begins n 5wy nixa oo myawi,
I have adjured you, O daughters of Jerusalem; however, the continua-
tion of that verse differs completely from the other three and is not
included in the same category with them (Maharsha). Each of the three
verses (2:7, 8:5, 8:4) is preceded by a metaphoric depiction of the intense
love between God and the Jewish people that existed in earlier times
and that will exist again in Messianic times. Immediately after recalling
this lové, an oath is administered not to attempt to awaken this love
until the time that God has chosen.]

9. The purpose of these oaths is to maintain the Jewish people in exile
among the nations of the world until the Final Redemption. A
prolonged exile is a completely unnatural state for any nation. In the
natural order of things, a nation removed from their land and under the
authority of another nation will either lose its identity within that of
the host nation or rise up and conquer the host. The existence of the
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SHNEI DAYANEI

Rav Yehudah expounds the middle of the verse:
s 27) — And Rav Yehudah said that individuals were in fact
gworn not to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael because in each of these
yerses 2MW3 "1MYRTDR) 1yR-DN,, — it is written, should
you wake or rouse the love."%! Since either verb (wake or rouse)
would have sufficed, the redundancy teaches us that there is an
oath binding individuals not to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael.

R’ Zeira offers an alternative exegesis:
x7 27 — And R’ Zeira maintained that av7ab mb wam
ny — [the redundancy] which appears in the three verses
referred to above is needed in conjunction with the teaching of
R’ Levi, % 1591 niviaw vy anxg — for [R’ Levi] said: In
regard to what actions were these six!™ oaths administered?
TINT W xnYn — Three are those that we have already
mentioned. 3% — The others are as follows:  ny by x5y
ypn — (4) That [the prophets among the Jewish people]
should not reveal the End, i.e. the tiniing of the Final Redemp-
tion;  YRIT nN§ I K5W) — (5) and that [the Jewish people]
should not distance the End through their sins;®@  ybar xbwj)

* pranin *aivh 1o — (6) and that they should not reveal the

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS 111a?
secret to the idolaters.” R’ Zeira thus maintained that there
was no source to prohibit his immigration to Eretz Yisrael and he
did in fact ascend there.™ - '

The Gemara expounds part of the verse cited above:
"7 niYIND X niNaya,, — by gazelles or by hinds of the field.
21y%% 127 nx — R’ Elazar said in explanation of this clause:
SX71Y R M3 Witph oY Tk — The Holy One, Blessed is
He, said to the Jewish people, nymwa ny Pawpn ook Dx
avm — “If you abide by the oath, it will be well and good for
you, ITIE NivIND NINIYD 0373 NK AR 1K XY DX) — but
if not, I will permit your flesh to be hunted by the idolaters as
the gazelles and as the hinds of the field,[®!

Another statement of R’ Elazar, this time in regard to the
greatness of Eretz Yisrael:
1y5% 1371 My — R’ Elazar said: %11 y1x3 77 93 — Who-
ever dwells in Eretz Yisrael 11y x52 w1y — lives without sin,
mrhn 12W R bay, MR — as it says,"0 Let the neighbor [of

Eretz Yisrael] not say, “I am afflicted [on account of the Jewish

people living nextto me,”  'f1y Rwa g ayn1 oy — because] the

people dwelling within [Eretz Yisrael] are forgiven of sin.""

NOTES

Jewish people as an identifiable and independent group in exile is
possible only because God decreed it should be so, despite the natural
forces of history,

There are three decrees: (1) That the exile should not cease to exist;
(2) that the intensity of the exile should not be lessened; and (3) that it
not be increased. Corresponding to these three decrees are the three
oaths of our Gemara: (1) That the Jewish people should not rebel
against the nations of the world (the exile would cease to exist entirely);
(2) that the Jewish people should not ascend en masse to Eretz Yisrael
(the intensity of the exile would be reduced); and (3) that the idolatrous
nations should not subjugate the Jews more than necessary (the exile
would be intensified). By virtue of these Heavenly decrees/oaths, the
dJewish people is suspended in the unnatural state of long-term exile
among the nations (Maharal here and in Netzach Yisrael ch. 24).

10. [In 8:4 it is written ¥17vn-rpy y1yn-nn (not r1yp bx) but in regard to
the Gemara’s current point, this is not a significant difference.]

11. Each verse beginning I have adjured you contains a double verb, for
a total of six oaths (Rashi).

12. Or that they should not despair of being redesmed and dismiss the
End as being far, far off (Maharsha; see Yalkut HaGershuni).

There is another version of our text that reads ypiy nx spr K5, that
[the Jewish people] should not force the End, i.e. they should not
beseef:h and importune God to bring about the Final Redemption more
than is appropriate (Rashi). If the Jews would pray to God excessively
about this, their prayers would be capable of forcing the Redemption to
draw near (Pri Tzaddik, beginning of Vaeschanan ). [This version is also
found in the Midrash (see e.g. Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:7).]

It is unclear how much prayer is too much prayer. It is general
knowledge that the Sages ordained the recitation of the Shemoneh
Esrei three times a day and this prayer by itself contains several pleas
for the Redemption and the like. Regarding this issue, see Chasam
Sofer, Likutei Teshuvos §86 and Yismach Moshe in his commentary
(called Yashir Moshe) to Song of Songs 2:7.

13. The reference is either to the Secret of Intercalation (a Baraisa
containing a set of cryptic teachings concerning the complex methods
and caleulations used to fix the Jewish calendar; see Rosh Hashanah
20b with Rashi ad loc, and Tosafos here; see Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer §8),
or to the reasons behind the Torah’s commandments (Rashi). [There is
also an elaborate Kabbalistic discussion of elements pertinent to
Intercalation (see Kinas Hashem Tzivakos in Ginzei Ramchal, Fried-
tander ed,, p. 112). Finally, the phrase "wayi 7iv is also used by Rishonim
;0 refer to a specific Kabbalistic mystery that is not directly related to
Intercalation (see, for example, Ramban to Leviticus 18:6).]

'hese three oaths are three decrees that ensure that the End will
&Tive one day, just as the first group of three ensured that the exile
Would continue for some time. See Maharal loc. cit, who explains this
ideq at length,

n [Th_e Acharonim discuss why the oaths mentioned in our Gemara are
ot cited in Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, nor in the Tur nor in the

Shulchan Aruch. Tt has been suggested that since these oaths do not
conform to the parameters of the oaths discussed in Tractate Shevuos,
but are rather fundamental elements of the relationship between God
and the Jewish people in exile, they are not cited in these sources.
However, Rambam does cite them in his Iggeres Teiman (see below

- note 15), in which he warns the Yemenite community in the strongest
terms not to be misled into violating these oaths (by following a false
messiah), Furthermore, Piskei Riaz, which is a halachic work, does
mention these oaths. They are discussed at length by the Midrash in a
historical context (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:7) and in other sources
(see Rabbeinu Bachya to Genesis 32:T; Abarbanel in Yeshuos Meshicho
I p. 11b; Kaftor VaFerach, Jerusalem ed., 5657, p. 197; Yefei To’ar to
Vayikra Rabbah 19:5 and Yefei Kol to Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:7). This
subject has been discussed at great length (notably by the saintly Torah
giants of the previous generations) but a thorough treatment of this
issue is beyond the scope of this elucidation. For more sources that bear
upon this topic, see above, 110b note 15.]

14. See Gemara below (112a), which records how he crossed a river to
get to Eretz Yisrael. However, before he left, R’ Zeira returned to Rav
Yehudah [incognito] in order to hear one last teaching from him (see
Shabbos 4la; see a similar account involving another Amora in
Berachos 24b; see Berachos 57a regarding the dream that inspired R’
Zeira to go to Eretz Yisrael).

16. God will remove His providence from the Jewish people and there
will consequently be an “open season,” as it were, on Jewish lives (see
Avnei Nezer 4564:47).

The Midrash (Shir HaShirim Rabbah 2:7) cites four cases in history
where the Jews did attempt to force the redemption and in each case
the efforts resulted in massive bloodshed. Rambam in Iggeres Teiman
(towards the end) lists several incidents in which groups of Jews
followed false Messiahs and suffered misfortune and even death as a
result. Rambam comments that these groups were guilty of violating
the oath mentioned in our Gemara.

16. Isaiah 33:24.

17. Rashi to Isaiah, as explained by Maharsha; see Rashi here and
Chochmas Shlomo.,

When the neighboring countries of Eretz Yisrael suffer some
misfortune they may be inclined to blame the Jews for their
tribulations. The rationalization for this fingerpointing would be the
principle, “Woe to the wicked, woe to his neighbor” (Succah 56b).
Since, they reason, the Jews are wicked and deserving of punishment,
the countriés adjacent to them are stricken on account of them. The
prophet therefore informs us that this is not so. The Jews in Eretz
Yisrael — by virtue of being in Eretz Yisrael — are innocent of sin, and
the misfortunes suffered by the neighbors are on account of their own

‘ sins (Maharsha).

Pnei Yehoshua comments that Eretz Yisrael’s capacity to atone for
sin is not unlimited. If every transgression committed within the Land
is automatically forgiven, how is it possible that our forefathers were

-
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The Gemara notes a different interpretation of this verse:

WK 27% X317 W5 M8 — Rava said to Rav Ashi:  baiva nax
A2 1ann o — We have taught [this verse] to be speak-
ing about those who are burdened with illness, i.e. it is this
group that the verse describes as “forgiven of sin.”1#!

The previous teaching mentioned the capacity of Eretz Yisrael
to expiate sin. Now the Gemara cites another statement in this
vein:
1Y 37 "8 — Rav Anan said: 5% yxa mapn ba — Who-
ever is buried in Eretz Yisrael mapa non map sws — is
considered as if he were buried under the Altar in the Temple,
as regards the great atonement he receives.” napn,, X237 213
mhenpyn My — We derive this from Scripture’s usage of
parallel terms in two contexts: It is written here:2 Make for Me
an earthen Altar;  '“my inypx 7p3), op 03 — and it is
written there: and the earth shall atone for His nation."

The previous statement dealt with burial in Eretz Yisrael. The
Gemara now relates an incident bearing upon this topic:

St Y85 proo miye Yy g w9y — Ulla was accustomed to
ascend to Eretz Yisrael, i.e. he came and went between Eretz

. Yisrael and the Diaspora.”? y7x% yina mwsi ny — He passed

away outside of Eretz Yisrael. 1y%x a1 mb 1y g —
They came and told R’ Elazar that Ulla had died in the
Diaspora. 1y — [R’Elazar] remarked, mpyx-by,, x5 mx
nmn nkpw — “You, Ulla, shall you die upon contaminated
80il?21”23 {5 yqnx — They told [R’ Elazar], x3i11x — “His

coffin has arrived to be buried here in Eretz Yisrael.” oY MmN
— [R’ Elazar] said to them: oy inpbip mpta iy — There is
no comparison between when [Eretz Yisrael] absorbs some-
one while he is still alive nnm Kb invYidY — to when
[Eretz Yisrael] absorbs someone after he is already dead.
Thus, even if Ulla is buried here, it would have been preferable for
him had he passed away here.4

The Gemara relates an incident concerning the ignoble status
of lands outside of Eretz Yisrael:
PN ¥3 MpRY MR nYHyT X733 X — There was a certain man
in Eretz Yisrael whose brother died childless and it fell to him to
enter a Levirate marriage with his sister-in-law in Bei Chozaah
in Babylonia. &y 277 mwpb Xnx — [This man] came
before R’ Chanina. % 7nx — Hesaid to [R’ Chaninal: w1
mar nomY — “What is the law as to whether I am permitted to
descend from Eretz Yisrael to Bei Chozaah and enter a Levirate
marriage there?” m% 7y — [R’ Chanina] said to him, ymy
ny i Ryy — “His brother married a Cuthean woman®®?
and died — 777W ipp N2 — Blessed is the Omnipresent
Who killed him! —  »nx 1y x11) — should he now go down
after him, repeating his mistake?!”26l

The Gemara notes that there is a distinction even between
lands outside of Eretz Yisrael:
XMW K T 27 Ty — Rav Yehudah said in the name
of Shmuel: 533% 5x7 ysn nRyY oy own — Just
as it is prohibited to depart from Eretz Yisrael to Baby-

NOTES

exiled and the Temple destroyed on account of their sins? Also, even
Yom Kippur does not atone for someone who sins and relies upon Yom
Kippur to atone for him. Rather, Eretz Yisrael does not atone for the
brazenly wicked. To the contrary, regarding such evil men, God says
(Jeremiah 2:7): I brought you into a fruitful land, to eat its fruit and
bounty; but you came and contaminated My land, and made My heritage
into an abomination (see also Sefer HaCharedim, Mitzvos HaTeluyos
BaAretz 2:15 and Shelah, Shaar HaOsiyos mwyip ‘p mi).

18. According to this interpretation, the verse does not speak in
reference to Eretz Yisrael at all, and it should be read as follows: Let the
neighbor [of mine as I suffer from illness] not speak [joyfully of that
which] I am afflicted [hoping that I will die, because that is not the
purpose of this suffering. Rather, the purpose is to render all] the people
living amidst [suffering] forgiven of sin (see Maharsha).

[In our text, the Gemara states that this interpretation was spoken
by Rava to Rav Ashi. If the Gemara is referring to the most famous
Amoraim by those names, this is problematic because the Gemara in
Kiddushin 72b states that Rav Ashi was born when Rava passed away,
so they could not have spoken to each other: In the Ein Yaakov’s text,
it is Ravina who speaks to Rav Ashi: These two were contemporaries
(see Bava Metzia 86a). In the Yalkut Shimoni (to Isaiah loc. cit.), it is
R’ Abba who speaks to Rav Ashi. (Alternatively, “Rava” and/or “Rav

" Ashi” refer to lesser-known Amoraim by these names who did live
- at the same time.) There is also a well-established version of the text

in Kiddushin that states Rav Ashi was born before Rava passed
away. According to this version, Rav Ashi could have been a disciple of

Rava, as some other sources indeed indicate (see Toldos Tannaim
V’Amoraim).]

19, The earth God used to create Adam, the first man, was taken from
the future location of the Altar [in Jerusalem] (Rambam, Hil. Beis

. HaBechirah 2:2 [see Kesef Mishneh ad loc.] and Yalkut Shimoni,

Bereishis §2). The Gemara’s metaphor of being buried under the Altar
means that a person returns to his source in a pristine state, unsullied

. by the sins of this world, just as his soul returns to its sublime source in

a state of purity. With this background, Rav Anan says that a person
who is buried anywhere within Eretz Yisrael attains the atonement of
being “buried in the location of the Altar” (Maharsha).

[Certainly, the Gemara does not suggest that there would be a special
merit in being buried under the Altar in a literal sense, The presence of
a corpse under the Altar could cause massive contamination and bring
the Temple service to a standstill (see Yerushalmi Pesachim 9:1).
Rather, the Gemara speaks of burial there metaphorically, that the

departed has achieved spiritual purity to the degree that he merits
return to his source. Along these lines, Avos DeRabbi Nussan (26:2,
version of the Gra), teaches that someone who is buried in Jerusalem is
as if he were buried beneath the Throne of Glory.]

20. Exodus 20:21.

21. Deuteronomy 32:43. We find importance attached to burial in Eretz
Yisrael in the earliest times: both Jacob and Joseph instructed that
their bodies be taken to Evetz Yisrael and buried there (Rambam, Hil.
Melachim 5:11; Piskei Riaz; see, however, below).

22. The Yerushalmi refers to him as xpiny K9, Ulle the descender
(Kilayim 9:3), since he was in the habit of descending to the Diaspora
(Pnei Moshe ad loc.).

23. You, Ulla, who spent your life bringing the Torah teachings of Eretz
Yisrael to the Diaspora, shall you suffer the bitter end of dying outside
your homeland? (Ben. Yehoyada).

The words nanp mnb max-Sy, you shall die upon contaminated sotl,
are from a verse in Amos 7:17 (Rashi). R’ Elazar applied this verse to
Ulla’s situation (see Piskel Riaz).

24. Ulla himself lamented his impending demise in the Diaspora. When
he realized where he would have to die, he began to weep. The people
around him asked, “Why are you weeping? We will bring you up to
Eretz Yisrael [after your death].” Ulla replied, “And what benefit do I
have if I lose my pearl [i.e. my soul] within a contaminated land? There
is no comparison between someone who relinquishes [his life] in the
embrace of his mother to someone who relinquishes it in the embrace of
some foreign woman.” (Yerushalmi ibid.). [Ramban moved to Eretz
Yisrael at the age of seventy, leaving his family behind. In his Derashah
LeRosh Hashanah he mentions that [one of the reasons] he did this was
s0 he could die in Eretz Yisrael (see Kisvei Ramban, Chavel ed. vol. I,
p. 251).1

25. She was Jewish (for otherwise there would be no obligation of
Levirate marriage) but she is described as a Cuthean because the
Gemara above (110b) says that anyone who dwells outside of Eretz
Yisrael is reckoried as an idolater (Maharsha; see note 48 on 110b).

26. The inquiry was whether he was allowed to go to the Diaspora
permanently in order to fulfill the mitzvah of yibum and R’ Chanina
forbade him to do so (Tosafos to Avodah Zarah 13a 1mb5 n; see also
Rambam, Hil. Melachim 5:9 with Kesef Mishneh. [1t is quite possible
that R’ Chanina would have permitted him to travel outside of Eretz
Yisrael temporarily in order to release her from her yibum obligations
through chalitzah. ]

_ . .
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Jonia,®0 NN INWY Yagn nxyh w0y M3 — so too it is
prohibited to depart from Babylonia to other countries.?s

The Gemara continues in this vein: ,
ymIrR TIANT HRR 37 137 — Rabbah and Rav Yosef both
saﬂ: vayn 2% Rnryamon ¥y — It is prohibited to depart
even from Pumbedisa to Bei Kubei, which was a village near
Pumbedisa.®

A related incident:
vayn 2 Nnrrampn poyp Ry — There was a certain per-
s;)n who left Pumbedisa to live in Bei Kubei and 31 mnpY
foir — Rav Yosef excommunicated him,

Another such incident:
XninoxYy Rnr1amon poyt X — There was a certain student
who left Pumbedisa for Astonia; 23w — he died.
wax — Abaye commented, Y17 N7 1327 K2JI¥ N7 Wa N —
“If this young Rabbinical scholar had wanted to, he could have
lived, by choosing to remain in Pumbedisa.”

The Gemara cites a statement regarding the relative qualities
of Eretz Yisrael and Babylonia:
$1170 1IRRT P 271 137 — Rabbah and Rav Yosef both said:
1pvbip ¥t v Y3330 1Mwa — The worthy persons in
Babylonia are absorbed by Eretz Yisrael; +xwaw pws
1nubip Y33 nivK — the worthy persons in other countries are
absorbed by Babylonia,

The Gemara analyzes and explains this statement:
*xnY — Inregard to what issue was thissaid?  yonmb xabg —
If you will say that it was said in regard to genealogical fit-
ness,™ i.e. that the most genealogically fit men in Babylonia
marry women from Eretz Yisrael and are absorbed into Eretz
Yisrael’s purer environment, that cannot be, because Babylonia is
superior to Eretz Yisrael in regard to genealogical matters!
21 1K) — For the master has said:®  yqx% rmow nivyxg b
Sx711 — All lands are as dough compared to Eretz Yisrael,
which is like fine, sifted flour. That is to say, most communities
outside of Eretz Yisrael are not as genealogically pure as those of
Eretz Yisrael, Ya2% npw bxqw vy — and Eretz Yisrael
itself is as dough compared to Babylonia, which is untainted
genealogically.®® myap b R%x — Rather Rabbah and Ray
Yosef thust have been speaking in regard to burial: The coffins of
the worthy persons who die in Babylonia are taken to be buried in
Eretz Yisrael, while the coffins of those worthy people who die in
other lands — farther from Eretz Yisrael and closer to Babylonia
— are taken to be buried in Babylonia.®

The Gemara draws a comparison between Babylonia and Eretz
Yisrael:
71 27 R — Rav Yehudah said: 77 o b223 290 b3
5711 ya — Whoever dwells in Babylonia is considered as
if he were dwelling in Eretz Yisrael,®™ b 1y i, moxaw

NOTES

27. The Gemara in Bava Basra 91a cites a Baraisa that it is forbidden to
depart Eretz Yisrael for other lands (see also Tosefta Avodoh Zarah 5:2)
because one thereby removes himself, to some extent, from the
observance of mitzvos (Rashbam to Bava Basra loc. cit.). [L.e. one can
no longer observe mitzvos such as terumah and shemittah that are
confined for the most part to Eretz Yisrael (see Responsa, Rashba 1
§184); for a related discussion, see above, 110b note 48.]

The prohibition to leave Eretz Yisrael is to do so permanently, to move
to a home outside of Eretz Yisrael; but if one wishes to travel outside and
then return, he may do so under certain circumstances (see above, note
26). Also, if the economic conditions are conducive to famine, one is per-
mitted to leave. Even then it is deemed to be saintly conduct not to depart
Eretz Yisrael (see Bava Basra 91a and Rambam, Hil, Melachim 5:9 which

ipeak of a case where most of the Jewish people were residing in the
and), ‘

28. Because Babylonia hosted yeshivos that were constantly involved in
the dissemination of Torah (Rashi). Piskei Riaz comments that besides
the abundant Torah study that took place in Babylonia, most of the
world’s Jewish population lived there in the time of the Gemara, In a

parallel statement, the Chazon Ish writes that Poland, where the

y§shivos are established and the saintly Chafetz Chaim resides, along
with the other Torah luminaries and great men of the spirit, has the
status of Eretz Yisrael, and other countries have the status of lands
outside of Eretz Yisrael in regard to leaving one for the other (Igros
Chazon Ish 1 §177; see also IIT §63 regarding Russia; see Meiri cited
above, 110b note 48).

Regarding the value of living in a “place of Torah,” Pirkei Avos (6:9)
relates: R’ Yose ben Kisma said: I was once walking along the road,
When a certain man met me. He greeted me and I returned his greeting.
He said to me, “Rabbi, from which locale are you?” I said to him, “T
am from a great city of scholars and sages.” He said to me, “Rabbi,
would you be willing to live with us in our place? I would give you
thousands upon thousands of golden dinars, precious stones and
Pearls.” I replied, “Buen if you were to give me all the silver and gold,

Precious stones and pearls in the world, I would dwell nowhere but in a
Place of Torah,”

29, Rashi o Kiddushin T0b. The Jews who lived there were all
escended from Canaanite slaves (Gemara ibid.). [Pumbedisa was the

Seat of one of the two great academies in Babylonia. Although Bei Kubi

;vas close to Pumbedisa geographically, it was, apparently, distant in
rms of its spiritual status.]

80. Ben Yehoyada explains that Rav Yosef did not excommunicate him
?erely for moving to Bei Kubei. Rather, this person was guilty of some
nsavory conduct for which he deserved to be excommunicated.

However, if he had not moved away from Pumbedisa, the place of
Torah, he would never have become involved in such matters. This is
the Gemara’s point: Since his move was the ultimate cause of his fall,
Rav Yosef is described as excommunicating him for simply moving to
Bei Kubei.

31. The Mishnah in Kiddushin (69a) lists ten genealogical categories of
Jews. The Jews in some categories are restricted from taking a spouse
from some of the other categories. Generally speaking a person who is
entirely fit in the genealogical sense is someone who is certain that he is
descended from our forefather Jacob and -that none of his forebears
married someone who was prohibited to them. A person is genealogi-
cally tainted if a halachic doubt exists as to his ancestry. In this light,
the Gemara considers the statement that the worthy men in Babylonia
are absorbed by Eretz Yisrael.

32. Kiddushin Tla,

33. A dough is a mixture of many elements: yeast, water, flour, salt and
bran. So too the lands of the Diaspora — and to a lesser extent, Eretz
Yisrael — were a mixture of persons with unblemished lineage and
persons with tainted lineage. Babylonia, on the other hand, was fine,
sifted flour: a group of families with uniformly unblemished lineage (see
Rashi to Kiddushin 69b riovy n; cf. Rashi to Kiddushin Tla mow i1,
second explanation),

Babylonia is completely untainted because when Ezra ascended to
Eretz Yisrael at the beginning of the Second Temple era, he brought
with him all the persons with tainted lineage. The population left
behind in Babylonia was genealogically pure. Eretz Yisrael was still
superior to other lands because the family lines of Eretz Yisrael were
under the constant scrutiny of the Sanhedrin [on account of the
Kohanim there, whereas the family lines of other lands were not subject
to such serutiny] (Rashi to Kiddushin 69b nmy-xn 5o i1 and yaxy i1
YR,

34. Babylonia is preferred over other lands because it has the merit of
Torah study (Rashi).

385. Regarding other countries, Eretz Yisrael and Babylonia are the
preferred lands in which to live (Maharsha), Eretz Yisrael because of its
holiness and Babylonia because of its great Torah institutions (see
Rashi above; seé Meiri, cited on 110b note 48). )
Maharal above explains, based on Pesachim 87Th, that Babylonia is
the Jewish people’s motherland in that Abraham hailed from Ur
Kasdim [a town in the lower Euphrates valley, the area that would
become Babylonia] (see Genesis 11:28 and Rashi to Pesachim ibifi-;
see Ramban to Genesis ibid. and Maharsha here and to Pesachim
ibid.). The Gemara there explains why God exiled the Jewish people
to Babylonia with the following analogy: If a man becomes angry with
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sha3-na NRYi — as it says, Woe! O Zion; escape, O you who
[Juwells with the daughter of Babylonia,™

The Gemara notes another praiseworthy aspect of Babylonia:
wax 0y — Abaye said:  1»vp) — We have a tradition that
E{,ﬂwm ‘ban xyn X5 Y23 — Babylonia will not have to
experience® the travails of the Messiah.*"

The Gemara comments:
anaT Hywx maann — Interpret [this tradition] as referring
to Hutzal DeBinyamin,®”  xnapw x3qp o 17p) — and they
will eall it, in the Messianic era, “the Corner of Salvation.”

The Gemara turns to a discussion of the merit of Eretz Yisrael
in regard to the Resurrection of the Dead:*"
vy 127 mx — R’ Elazar said:  ownopx yaxb yimay oinn —
The dead who are buried outside of Eretz Yisrael will not be re-
gurrected, DM YTIN3 YNNI, MK — as it says,“Uand I
will place tzevi in the land of the living, This is expounded as
follows: oI Ny A2 WivayY y18 — The land in which My fa-
vor (tzivyoni) is there (Eretz Yisrael) — its dead will come to
life; but  o¥ TR X A3 NPY PRY — a land in which My fa-
vor is not there (all other lands) — its dead will not come to life.

The Gemara objects to this interpretation:
Ypn 13 X3K 137 3 — R’ Abba bar Mammal challenged this
teaching from a verse:¥? 't b1 nn v, — Your dead
will come to life, my corpses will arise. Now, what does each of
these expressions mean? &Y 1xn — Is it not that these clauses
should be understood as follows: yqyaw mnn ~3mn P,

Sy — Your dead, i.e. the dead buried in Eretz Yisrael, will»

come to life; yx% ymaw oy pmp) b3, — my corpses,
i.e. the dead buried outside of Eretz Yisrael, will arise. Thus, the
dead will be resurrected no matter where they are buried.#®
/mME yIRa 1Y Ny, e — And what then is the meaning of
the verse that R’ Elazar expounded: And I will place tzevi in the
land of the living? 237 R ¥y 121238 — This verse is writ-
ten in reference to Nebuchadnezzar who would come upon the
land“4 and conquer it quickly, & axg — for the Merciful
One says in this verse, 13w ™2 5op7 Rabn ymby xpnm — “1

will bring upon them a king who is as swift as a gazelle (¢zevi).”

The Gemara defends the first interpretation:
11 b R — [R’ Elazar] said to him: My teacher! nx X
w1i1 1R — There is another verse that I may expound to prove
that only those who are buried in Eretz Yisrael will be resurrected.
For the verse states:® 3 nvabnb my by oyh mpws o, —
Thus said God, Hashem . . . Who gives a soul to the people upon
it, [Eretz Yisraell and a spirit to those who walk within it."

The Gemara asks:
21127 K98) — But, as R’ Abba bar Mammal pointed out, it is writ-
ten: 1Py %), — my corpses will arise; if this clause does
not refer to corpses outside of Eretz Yisrael, to what does it refer?

The Gemara answers:
227 K mhoya xwmy — That clause is written in reference to
miscarried fetuses. These fetuses too will be resurrected if they
are buried in Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara asks:
Y11 12 X2K 127) — And R’ Abba bar Mammal, mawany,, 'R
mb 12y 1Rn by nyy — what does he do with this verse, Who
gives a soul to the people upon it?

The Gemara answers:
¥1ax ¥27a% M wam — [That verse] is needed in conjunction
with the teaching of R’ Abahu, 73K 131 %7 — for R’ Abahu
said: S yaxaw nuys sy 'R — Even a Canaanite
maidservant who is living in Eretz Yisrael na xww n% mpam
N2 Y%y — may rest assured that she will be a denizen of the
World to Come. by ny%,, X3 210 — We derive this from
Scripture’s usage of parallel terms: It is written here: Who gives
a soul to the people (am) upon if; on3 Ny — and if is
written there that Abraham told his Canaanite slave, Eliezer:*?
ipga-ny e nybmnaw,, — “Stay here by yourselves with (im)
the donkey,” which is interpreted to mean: nianb npiTI DY —
You are part of a people (am) that is similar to a donkey."® Just
as the word “people” denotes a Canaanite slave in this context, so
too the word “people” in the verse, Who gives a soul to the people
upon it, denotes a Canaanite slave, who is included among those

NOTES

his wife, to where does he send her? To her mother’s house! Similarly,
when the sins of the Jewish people culminated in the destruction of
the Temple, God decreed that they should return to their ori-
ginal source, Babylonia. When the Jews could no longer be in Eretz
Yisrael, Babylonia became the new national home (see Hagahos R’
Yaakov Emden).

36. Zechariah 2:11. [In the verse’s plain meaning, the prophet addresses
the people of Zion who are living in exile in Babylonia. According to the
Gemara’s exposition, the Babylonian community is addressed as Zion
because whoever dwells in Babylonia is considered as if he were
dwelling in Eretz Yisrael.]

87, Literally: see.

38. The period of suffering that will occur at the dawn of the Messianic
Era, The word Yan, travail, connotes the pain of a woman in childbirth
(Rashi to Shabbos 118a). The pain of a woman in childbirth is used
fr'equently as a metaphor for the suffering that will accompany the
birth of the Messianic Era (see e.g. Jeremiah 30:6). For nine months —
corresponding to the nine months of pregnancy — the anguish will be
Particularly acute. During that time, the entire Jewish people will be
under the domination of a single government, and thus will have no
avenue of escape (see Sanhedrin 98b with Maharsha; see the Gra’s
Beur al Kamah Aggados to Bechoros 8b). Our Gemara states that [the
ews in] Babylonia will be an exception.

89. Le. when Abaye cited a tradition that Y33, Bavel, would escape the
travail he did not mean the entire country of Babylonia. Rather, he
meant a certain city in Babylonia.

[According to Ramban (beginning of Megillah »wayy 1) our text
should read “Hutzal,” without the “DeBinyamin” ending. Ramban
Cites Rashi that there are two cities named Hutzal: “Hutzal” by itself is
n Babylonia and “Hutzal DeBinyamin” is in Eretz Yisrael. Hutzal

DeBinyamin is the city Hutzal of the tribal portion of Benjamin (see
also Ran to Megillah, the top of 2a in the pages of the Rif). However,
Tos. HaRosh (Megillah 5b 1ma71 Yy 1) maintains that the correct
version of our text is “Hutzal DeBinyamin’’ but that this refers to a city
in Babylonia, as our Gemara indicates.]

40. At some point in the Messianic Era, God will resurrect the dead.
This is one of the fundamental beliefs of Judaism (see Mishnah,
Sanhedrin 90a; Rav Saadia Gaon (Emunos VeDei’os §7; Rambam, in
his introduction to the Mishnah in Sanhedrin, in Hil. Teshuvah 3:6 and
in his Maamar Techiyas HaMeisim). For a summary of views
concerning the timing and purpose, etc., of the Resurrection, see
Appendix to Schottenstein edition of Sanhedrin, vol. IIL

41, Ezekiel 26:20.
42, Isaiah 26:19.

43, The only distinction is that the dead buried in Eretz Yisrael will
arise in the merit of Eretz Yisrael, while those buried on the outside will
have to possess their own merit to be resurrected (see Maharsha).

44, Le. Tyre, as is indicated by the context (see Meharsha).
45, Isaiah 42:5.

46. [In this verss, resurregtion is indicated only for those people who are
in Eretz Yisrael.]

47, Genesis A22:5.

48, [It was unnecessary for Abraham to mention the donkey in his
instructions to Eliezer. Hence the two superfluous words — inninny —
are expounded as i Y, @ nation (similar to) a donkey. The Hebrew
word ny can mean both with and nation, depending on the voweliza-
tion.]
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seceiving a soul in the World to Come.""!

The Gemara expounds the next part of the verse cited above:
7 prabn 1), — And a spirit to those who walk within it.
i 37 TnK K3X 72 17 127 R — R’ Yirmiyah bar Abba
gaid in the name of R’ Yochanan:  y7xa ninx yax 99w 53
yxnt? — Whoever walks four amos in Eretz Yisrael {5 noam
xa7 O7iv 13 NNy — may rest assured that he will be a
denizen of the World to Come.™

The Gemara returns to the earlier statement of R’ Elazar that
only those buried in Eretz Yisrael will merit resurrection, and
asks in amazement:
apy9% 12791 — And according to R’ Elazar  y7x7 yinay ovpry
n‘;?'tl pyx — the righteous persons buried outside of Eretz
Yisrael will not be resurrected?!®™

The Gemara explains:
xyox 131 K — R’ Wasaid:  5ubs vm by — They will merit
resurrection through rolling; i.e. their bones will roll until Eretz
Yisrael and they will come to life there.

The Gemara takes issue with this explanation:
x37 K9P X3K 137 77 pnn — R’ Abba Sala the Great ob-
jected: N1 gy mpriyy Snby — The rolling of bones is
an ordeal for the righteous; why should they have to suffer
this?

The Gemara offers a somewhat different explanation:
wax mx — Abaye said: ypap2 oY niwy nivmy — There
will be tunnels formed for [the righteous] in the earth, When

they will be resurrected, the righteous will stand on their feet,

travel in the subterranean tunnels until Eretz Yisrael and arise
out of the ground there %

In light of the above discussion, the Gemara analyzes Jacob’s
request to be taken to be buried in Eretz Yisrael:
“ON73R2 UNT3RY BTN NNRYY,, — Jacob said:® “For I will
lie down with my fathers and you shall transport me out of
Egypt and bury me in their tomb.,” xXy7p "y — Karna
commented: 133 237 — There are unspoken issues in [this
verse] to which we must pay attention: ywman apyr mn yii
n7 "y prayy — Our forefather Jacob knew that he was a
completely righteous man.™ o yxY nyInay onp DRY —
Now, if the dead who are buried outside of Eretz Yisrael will be
resurrected, 33 Ny MY MG — why did [Jacob] trouble
his sons to carry him all the way to Eretz Yisrael to be buried
there? We are forced to say that Jacob was concerned X% xpy
nibumb nap — lest he not merit passage to Eretz Yisrael

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

KESUBOS . 111as8

through the subterranean tunnels,

The Gemara cites a parallel teaching:
TniR AR 7972 Ryis — There is a teaching similar to this
matter that you can say: /"y 5:5‘31137 na"nR qeir vawn,, —
Then Joseph adjured the children of Israel ete. saying, “When
God will indeed remember you [to bring you to Eretz Yisrael], then
you must bring my bones up out of here.”®  xyuyian Ty — R
Chanina commented: 1330127 — There are unspoken issues
in [this verse] to which we must pay attention: g vy ¥y
NI M0y prIYY inyya — Joseph knew himself to be a com-
pletely righteous man, ¥ yx% TyMaw oy DY — and if
the dead buried outside of Eretz Yisrael will be resurrected,
MPME NiRp V2R wIR Ny mAavn b — why did [Joseph]
trouble his brothers to carry his body a distance of four
hundred parsaos? We must say that Joseph was concerned
ni»mb map XS xpy — lest he not merit passage to Eretz
Yisrael through the subterranean tunnels.®”

The Gemara cites the text of a letter sent from Eretz Yisrael to
Babylonia that bears upon the above teaching:
maqb wming mb by — The brothers of [Rabbah bar Nach-
mani] sent the following to Rabbah in an attempt fo per-
suade him to join them in Eretz Yisrael:P¥  prixy apyr iy v
A 1y "y — Jacob knew that he was a completely right-
eous man etc." Rabbah’s brothers also wrote the following:®®
oMa7 A3 moin ke — Ifa added some points to [this
teaching:]- nnx mwx by myvyn mgw mys nipyn — There
was an incident involving one man in Eretz Yisrael who was

~ pining for a particular woman who lived outside of Eretz

Yisrael. 1'% wp'an — He planned to descend from Eretz
Yisrael in order to marry her and live there, nNY2 ynww 113 ~
but as soon as he heard a teaching such as this, (i.e. the teaching
about why Jacob wished to be buried in Eretz Yisrael,) 3%
inin o 7y fayya — [this man] endured by himself in Eretz
Yisrael until the day of his death. 57y naqw '» Yy 9K
npx — Even though you (Rabbah) are a great sage, you would
be better off if you came to Eretz Yisrael, because i ing
i27n mibh tayyn mi% — there is no comparison between
one who learns from himself to one who learns from his
teacher. "nXn ox) — And if you will say that, in Eretz
Yisrael, 2445 1'% — you do not have a teacher who is capable
of teaching you, that is incorrect; 21 3% W — you do have a
teacher. Y1921 11 — And who ishe? R’ Yochanan®!  nx)
noiy AKX P — But if in the end you choose not to ascend to

NOTES

49: Even the least spiritual of people can succeed in leading a life of
spirituality in the holy environs of Eretz Yisrael (Maharal).

50. R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto states that Aggadic teachings are often
couched in broad and absolute terms, when in truth the statement
h‘olds true only with certain provisos or may be applied only in certain
circumstances (Maamar al HaHaggados). R’ Chaim Friedlander cites
our Gemara as a case in point. Certainly, a person who desecrates the
Torah willfully cannot be guaranteed a lofty station in the World to
Co'me merely because he took a short stroll in Eretz Yisrael. Rather,
this, like many similar Aggadic statements, refers to a specific spiritual
attainment (Sifsei Chaim, Emunah U’Bechirah, pp. 387-388). For
explanations along these lines, see Maharal here and Michtov
MeEliyahu vol 111, pp. 193-195.

51, Moses is buried outside of Eretz Yisrael proper, and yet the Gemara
(Sanhedrin 90b) uses a statement concerning his own resurrection as a
Proof that the Torah refers to the Resurrection of the Dead (see Haflaah ).
52. [Thus, there will be no suffering borne by the righteous, and yet
even they will emerge from the ground only in Eretz Yisrael.]

53. Genesis 47:30. ‘
54, Thus, he did not require the merit of Eretz Yisrael [in order to be
Tesurrected] (Rashi).

55. In the version of our text found in Ein Yaakov and Yalkut Shimoni,
the Gemara concludes not that Jacob feared he might not merit passage
through the tunnels, but rather Jacob did not wish to undergo the
ordeal of traveling through the tunnels (Mesoras HaShas).

56. Ibid. 50:25.
57. See note 55 above,

58. Rabbah lived in Pumbedisa and his brothers wanted him to ascend
to Eretz Yisrael (Rashi). Their father, Nachmani, had four sons:
Rabbah, Rav Chananya, Rav Oshaya and Keilil. Rabbah lived in
Babylonia, Rav Chananya and Rav Oshaya lived in Eretz Yisrael, [Keilil
died and left behind Abaye, whom Rabbah raised] (Toldos Tannaim
V’Amoraim »1nna 13 121 7w).

59. [If our forefather Jacob was concerned that he would not merit

passage through thetunnels (or if he did not want to experience the
difficulty of doing so), then surely you should be concerned as welll]

60. Rashi; see Hagahos R’ Yaakov Emden.

61. Rabbah did, in fact, ascend to Eretz Yisrael (Tosafos to Bava Basra
155a Tk i) at least temporarily (Toldos Tannaim V’Amoraim ibid.;
see Bavae Metzia 86a), and he may have studied under R’ Yochanan as
well (see Toldos Tannaim V’Amoraim).
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SHNEI DAYANEI CHAPTER THIRTEEN KESUBOS 111a7

Eretz Yisrael, om™aq nwwa ann — take care in the following
three matters: 12w maqn 5% — Do not spend much time
sitting, nMiANNG MWp NI — because too much sitting
can be harmful in regard to hemorrhoids. 1My2 3R YX)
— And do not spend too much time standing, nwp TTRYY
abY — because too much standing can be harmful to the heart.
nﬁa’;,j:g na1n 5%) — And do not spend too much time walk-
ing, DY nWy Y — because too much walking can be
harmful to one’s eyes. Kyx — Rather, divide your time as
follows: m2wha wbw — A third sitting, nya vhw — a

third standing mbwa vy — and a third walking, 53
oMo ey PRY 2w — Furthermore, any sitting that is
without support, ny nmiy 1y — standing is more
relaxing than it. '
The Gemara asks:
30Y1 X0 11y — Could you think that standing is actually
more relaxing than sitting?!  n7nxR7) — But you have said that
a%Y nwp Yy — standing can be harmful to the heart, — ? —
The Gemara explains:
n2w? Kox — Rather, he means as follows: Any sitting



111b! SHNEI DAYANEI
nowb 2 P8y — where there is no support,! =3 v Ry

g iy npmp — standing where there is support is more
4 it 2]

e letter concludes Dy
Yisrael on a different topic:®

1K 12) — And they also said that
Ty 137 — Yitzchak, Shimon and Oshaya said the same
thing, namely that niT9 92 M 1213 n2bn — the law follows
R’ Yehudah in regard to the animal husbandry of mules,

I RWYIN) TR Py

xun7 — for it has been taught in a Baraisa:¥ npm w7
7piN — R YEHUDAHSAYS: nyany 799 — Regarding AFEMALE
MULE THAT INDICATED A DESIRE to mate, K% mby pyam Py
Minfg K5) DI — ONE MAY NOT MATE HER WITH A HORSE OR A
DONKEY; Fym KpX — RATHER one may mate her only with HER
own KIND, i.e. a male mule,®

The Gemara identifies the three Amoraim mentioned in the
conclusion of the letter: Py 132 1M a7 18 — Rav Nachman
bar Yitzchak said:  xm91 priyr van my piyr — “Yitzchak” refers
to R’ Yitzchak Nafcha; 1513 yivnw 'a7 i) yivew — “Shimon”
refers to R’ Shimon ben Pazi, w5 wr n% v nK) — and some
say it refers to Reish Lakish (R’ Shimon ben Lakish); Riywix
113 RYWiK @1 Ny — “Oshaya” refers to R’ Oshaya the great
scholar of the generation,®!

The Gemara returns to the subject of resurrection:
M1y9x 37 my — R’ Elazar said:  omn jpx nivysg wmy —

CHAPTER

HIRTEEN KESUBOS

Ignoramuses — those ignorant of Torah knowledge — will not
be resurrected, 1 PM-b3 Dnp,, MKW — as it says:
[They are] dead, never to come to life etc., lifeless, never to
arise.

The Gemara cites a Baraisa in corroboration of this statement:
377 3 Kup — This has also been taught in a Baraisa: mnyp,,
s-ba — [They are] DEAD, NEVER TO COME TO LIFE. 9\
bab — ONE MIGHT THINK that this applies TO ALL the dead;
qpib %N — SCRIPTURE THEREFORE TEACHES US at the end
of the verse:  'mp1-5a mxon,, — [They are] LIFELESS (refa’im),
NEVER TO ARISE. 12'Tp 2137 170 270 inyy noma —
THE VERSE IS SPEAKING OF SOMEONE WHO MAKES HIMSELF
LAX (merapeh) in the study OF WORDS OF TORAH. Such ignora-
muses are “never to arise,” i.e. they will not merit to be resur-
rected.®

The Gemara records a protest to R’ Elazar’s statement:
it 127 ™S 1y — R’ Yochanan told [R’ Elazar]:  xipn xb
w7 31 naprg b — It is not pleasing to the master of
[those ignoramuses] that you speak of them so.” Rather,
M7 KT DR NTaYY vy npns xig — that verse is
written in regard to someone who makes himself lax concern-
ing the sin of idolatry."®

R’ Elazar responds:
mb amx — He said to [R’ Yochanan]: w77 1K K X —
There is another verse that I can expound to support my
teaching, “5'Bn DIRDT PRI 7PL MR Sv 13, amy7 — for it

NOTES

1. E.g. if one were to sit upon a bench or a backless chair. Sitting with
support would be where one sat upon a chair with a back or where one
reclined upon a couch (Rashi).

9. Rabbah’s brothers began this section of the letter with the words, bx)
y1 90y NRK PR, but if you do not ascend [to Eretz Yisrael] be careful in
the following matters. The implication is that if Rabbah were to ascend,
he would not have to be mindful of how much he stood or sat. Iyun
Yeakov explains that one of the praiseworthy traits of Eretz Yisrael is
that it prevents the onset of various illnesses, preserves a person’s
health and lengthens his days [even without the standard precautions].
Chasam Sofer (Derashos Chasam Sofer p. 402 v~y i) states that
Rabbah’s brothers were instructing him regarding the regimen of his
Torah studies, not his physical activities, “Sitting” refers to his
involvement in the needs of this world, i.e, earning a living; “standing”
refers to the continued study and review of one topic; and “walking”
refers to the study of new topics or new levels of a topic. Outside of
Eretz Yisrael, the brothers informed him, he had to take control of his
schedule: If he devoted to much time to worldly pursuits, he would be
afflicted with tachtonim, the tribulations of our lower world (olam
hatachton). If he spent too much time on reviewing one topic, his mind
would suffer, as he would be going over and over the same material
without understanding it well. [In Hebrew, 2%, heart, often refers to the
mind.] On the other hand, if he spent too much time exploring new
topics and perspectives, his mind’s eyes would suffer, as he would be
encountering levels of perception that he was not yet ready to
assimilate. In Eretz Yisrael, however, these points were of less concern,
since the environment was naturally conducive to such a regimen.
[Chasam Sofer explains the rest of the letter in this vein as well.]

3. [Possibly, Rabbah had been interested in how the Sages in Eretz
Yisrael ruled on this matter. Alternatively, Rabbah’s brothers may
simply have wished to conclude their letter with a halachic statement
(see Berachos 31a). Iyun Yaakov suggests that this part of the letter
continues the attempt to persuade Rabbah to immigrate and contains a
subtle argument to this effect; see there.]

4, A few words of introduction are in order to understand the following
discussion:

There is a Torah prohibition to mate a male animal of one species
with a female animal of a different species, e.g. a horse with a donkey.
If two animals of diverse kinds did mate, and an animal was produced
from the union, the prohibition applies to that hybrid animal as well: It
is forbidden to mate the hybrid with an animal of a different kind.
However, in order to adhere to this law, we must define the species to

which the hybrid belongs. For example, let us say a male horse and a
female donkey mate and produce a female mule. We must determine
whether the halachah deems the mule to be a kind of horse, a kind of
donkey or a new kind of animal, in order to know the kind of animal
with which we may mate her.

This point is the subject of Tannaic disputes (see Chullin 78b-79a and
Tosefta Kilayim 1:5; see also Rashash here). One opinion maintains that
the identity of the mule is determined by its mother. If the mule’s mother
was a horse, then the mule is considered a horse and if the mule’s mother
was a donkey, it is considered to be a donkey, regardless of the father’s
species. R’ Yehudah disputes this and instead maintains that we must at
least take the father’s identity into account. Thus, in our case where the
mule’s parents are a male horse and a female donkey, R’ Yehudah would
allow the mule daughter to be mated neither with a purebred horse nor
with a purebred donkey, for although it is a donkey from the mother’s
side, we must concern ourselves with the possibility that we must follow
the father’s side as well, and it may be part horse.

b. [Specifically, in our case a male mule whose father is a horse and
whose mother is a donkey.]

6. [See Rashi to Chagigah Ta »a72 Xwunk ™ i11.] The halachah follows
the view of these Sages, that there is a doubt whether we must reckon
with the father’s identity (see Derech Emunah, Hil. Kilayim 9:38).

7. Isaiah 26:14.

8. For each and every Jew, Torah is the essence of life, It is the spiritual
force that accounts for one’s being that constitutes each person’s reality
(see Or Gedalyahu, Shemos p. 50a). [Life should be impossible without it.
However, in this world, a person is given life as a Heavenly gift, so that he
may have the opportunity to exercise his freedom of choice and study the
Torah, But in the world that is destined to be after the Resurrection, his
existence will depend entirely upon the Torah. If he chose well when he
had the opportunity and engaged in the study of the Torah, he will live,
but if he chose to be an ignoramus, he will remain lifeless.]

9, [It appears that R’ Yochanan not only disagreed with R’ Elazar’s
point, but also took exception to the tenor of R’ Elazar’s statement.
Possibly, R’ Yochanan held that God would not wish such a relatively
large number of Jews to be excluded from the Resurrection of the Dead
(see Sanhedrin 111a with Rashi).]

10. Although the Baraisa seemed to confirm R’ Elazar’s teachings, R’
Yochanan understood the Baraisa differently, viz. that the Baraisa is
speaking of someone who is lax in the [observance of] words of Torah to
the degree that he strays after idols (Maharsha).
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